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Abstract 

This paper takes advantage of a new source of information – the Gallup World Poll 
2006 – to estimate and characterize income poverty and inequality in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC) at the country level, and to compare LAC estimates to those 
in other regions of the world. The Gallup survey has the advantage of being 
conducted in over 130 nations with almost the same questionnaire in all countries, and 
then it stands as a complement to national household surveys for international 
comparison purposes. 
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 This study is a follow up of a large project commissioned by the IDB´s Latin American Research Network 
on Quality of Life in Latin America and the Caribbean, and carried out at CEDLAS with Mariana 
Marchionni, Sergio Olivieri and Walter Sosa Escudero. Gallup has generously provided the microdata of the 
Gallup World Poll 2006. We are grateful to Ravi Kanbur, Jere Berhman, Eduardo Lora, Carlos Vélez, 
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(Washington D.C.), UNLP (La Plata), NIP (Córdoba) and LACEA (Rio de Janeiro) for helpful comments 
and suggestions. The usual disclaimer applies. 
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