FCINE@

Society for the Study
of Economic Inequality

Working Paper Series

Declining inequality in Latin America:
Some economics, some politics

Nancy Birdsall
Nora Lustig
Darryl Mcl.eod

ECINEQ WP 2011 - 201




ECINEQ 2011 - 201
July 2011

Society for the Study .
of Economic Inequality WWW.ecineq.org

Declining inequality in Latin America:
L L Ll *
Some economics, some politics

Nancy Birdsall
Center for Global Development

Nora Lustig
Tulane University and Center for Global Development

Darryl McLeod
Fordham University

Keywords: inequality, poverty, social policy, new left, Latin America
JEL Classification: O15, P16, 132

) Prepated as a Chapter for the Routledge Handbook of Latin American Politics edited by Peter Kingstone and
Deborah Yashar. * Nancy Birdsall is President of the Center for Global Development (nbirdsall@cgdev.org).
Nora Lustig is Samuel Z. Stone Professor of Latin American Economics at Tulane University and
nonresident senior fellow at the Center for Global Development and the Inter-American Dialogue
(nlustig@tulane.edu). Darryl McLeod is Associate Professor in the Economics Department at Fordham
University (mcleod@fordham.edu). The authors thank without implicating Jorge Mariscal for help with data,

Amanda Glassman for excellent comments, and Pronita Saxena for excellent research assistance.




