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Abstract

Using 2009 EU-SILC data for France, Italy, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, we
decompose the gender wage gap for prime age workers. We adopt an age group approach to
identify when and how the glass door and the glass ceiling effects arise and their persistency
over time. The empirical results verify that the raw gender wage gap increases with age. In
all considered countries, the glass ceiling effect is completely realized by the age of 30 and
increases over time. French, Italian and British women have also to cope with the glass door
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