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Abstract

We analyze recent changes in child health inequality in 15 Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) countries, characterize the

features (observed and unobserved) contributing to these within-country changes, and investigate the existence of

trade-offs between changes in child health inequality and changes in mean child health. We propose a methodology for

estimating the contribution of a group of factors to the changes in child health inequality, which is perfectly comparable

with existing decomposition approaches for mean child health. Among the observed features, we consider

between-regional aspects (regional and rural/urban fixed effects) and within-regional factors including family

background, mother’s demography, family structure and home infrastructures. Total child health inequality is falling in

most countries, but the part of inequality explained by our set of observed features is increasing. While the unobserved

and between-regional features have reduced child health inequality, the within-regional factors related to mother’s

demography and family background have pushed inequality in the opposite direction. These two sets of features are

precisely the ones behind the observed trade-off between child health inequality and mean child health: while their

changes are harming child health inequality, they are benefiting mean child health. Keyword: Child health inequality, Inequality decomposition, Mean health, Sub-Saharan Africa
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1-. Introduction  

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has experienced significant improvements in several dimensions of 

welfare over the past two decades (World Bank, 2021). Despite the rise in population, a strong 

process of economic growth has generated increases in per capita income and reductions in 

poverty rates in the region, which has subsequently favored access to basic goods and 

services such as health, sanitation, education and nutrition (Arndt et al., 2016; Beegle et al., 

2016). Regarding the general state of health, life expectancy has increased, the levels and 

rates of morbidity and mortality (neonatal, infant, under-5 and adult) are falling significantly, as 

is the prevalence of child malnutrition (i.e., stunting, overweight and wasting) (WHO, 2018; 

UNICEF-WHO-World Bank, 2021).1 However, although SSA has progressed significantly in 

terms of health, the region is coming from a very low base, and current levels are still the worst 

in the world (WHO, 2018). Moreover, there remain notable differences across countries (WHO, 

2018; World Bank, 2021), as well as significant health inequalities within each country, both 

between regions and between population subgroups, such as pro-rich and pro-urban 

inequalities (Asuman et al., 2019; Wehrmeister et al., 2020; Mkupete et al., 2022).2  

Child health is associated with outcomes in later life in terms of health, income and human 

capital, and it plays an important role in the transmission of economic status (Grantham-

McGregor et al., 2007; Victora et al., 2008; Case and Paxson, 2010). In addition, health 

inequalities often translate into inequalities in other dimensions of welfare (World Bank, 2006; 

Fleurbaey and Schokkaert, 2012), and this would end up discouraging economic growth (Berg 

et al., 2018; Marrero and Rodríguez, 2013, 2023). Given that health inequality begins at birth, 

improving mean health during childhood and reducing its inequality can have positive long-

term consequences for the future opportunities of the entire population and the subsequent 

development of the region (Strauss and Thomas, 2008; Currie, 2011; Almond et al., 2018). 

In this paper, using information from the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), we first 

analyze recent changes in child health inequality in 15 SSA countries that contain the last two 

consecutive and completed waves (DHS VI and DHS VII), covering the periods 2008-2013 

and 2013-2018, respectively. Then, from a set of observed features related to family 

background, mother’s demography, family structure, home infrastructures and geography, we 

characterize the child health inequality explained by these factors and calculate the 

contribution of each set of features to the change in this inequality. Finally, we analyze the 

 
1 In spite of the reduction in the prevalence of all forms of child malnutrition (i.e., the percentage of children under-
5 affected by stunting, overweight and wasting), the number of children affected has increased since 2000 (UNICEF-
WHO-World Bank, 2012; 2021).  
2 Regarding income inequality, SSA is the second most unequal region in the world, and both the region as a whole 
and its countries are stabilized at high levels of inequality (Alvaredo et al., 2018; Chancel et al., 2022). 
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existence of a cross-country trade-off between changes in child health inequality and changes 

in mean child health; moreover, to understand the aspects associated with this potential trade-

off, we look for similarities in the features that contribute to both types of change. 

This paper is part of a vast literature analyzing the determinants of child health inequality in 

the SSA region.3 Previous studies (Dabalen et al., 2015; Adeyanju et al., 2017; Asuman et al., 

2019, among others) have assessed the evolution of health inequality in SSA and how certain 

features can explain the inequality for each period of time, but they do not analyze how 

changes in these factors contribute (either positively or negatively) to the change in this 

inequality.4 To the best of our knowledge, this is the first paper to investigate this issue in SSA. 

Indeed, one of our main contributions is the proposal of a methodology for this analysis. More 

specifically, we adapt a methodology widely used in the wage inequality literature (Fields, 

2003; Brewer and Wren-Lewis, 2016) to estimate the contribution of a group of features to the 

change in child health inequality in a particular country. This methodology is perfectly 

comparable with the one used by Buisman et al. (2019) to decompose changes in mean child 

health in SSA. Both are regression-based approaches that start from a measure of child health, 

a definition of the observed features, and a model (log-linear in our case) that relates the two 

aspects to each other. 

Starting from the height-for-age z-score (HAZ), our measure of child health is the standardized 

height of children under five years of age (relative to WHO reference standards) (Pradhan et 

al., 2003), adjusted for the age and gender distribution of children in each country (Pérez-Mesa 

et al., 2022). Thus, our measure of child heath inequality is given by a particular inequality 

index applied to this adjusted height series. We restrict the set of inequality indexes to those 

satisfying the conditions of Shorrocks (1982), such as the Gini index, MLD and log-variance. 

Our results are robust to the inequality measure used.5 

We estimate a log-linear reduced-form that associates our measure of child health with a set 

of features. As in Buisman et al. (2019), we differentiate between unobserved and observed 

factors. Unobserved features are captured by a country-specific constant and a residual term. 

Among the observed factors, we have between-regional features, including a set of fixed 

 
3 Moreover, our paper is also related with the health inequality-of-opportunity literature (Trannoy et al., 2009; 
Fleurbaey and Schokkaert, 2012; Jusot and Tubeuf, 2019), which emphasizes that an individual’s health depends 
on variables both beyond and within the individual’s control, called circumstances and effort, respectively. Since we 
focus on children under five years old, all aspects considered (observed or not) are beyond their control, and 
therefore the whole inequality must be considered as inequality of opportunity (de Barros et al., 2009; Assaad et 
al., 2012; Jusot and Tubeuf, 2019). 
4 In general, these analyses are carried out through well-known decomposition methods, such as the 
decompositions of Shapley (Shorrocks, 2013), Oaxaca-Blinder (Blinder, 1973; Oaxaca, 1973) and Wagstaff 
(Wagstaff et al., 2003). 
5 All our estimations consider the sample design of the surveys to ensure unbiased estimates (Deaton, 1997; 
O’Donnell et al., 2008). 
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effects of the region of residence and urban/rural place of residence, and within-regional 

characteristics related to family background (mother’s education, household wealth and 

mother’s occupation), mother’s demography (her height, BMI and age), family structure 

(number of offspring, the birth order of the child and single or multiple birth) and home 

infrastructures (the source of drinking water, and the type of toilet facilities and cooking fuel).6 

For each country-wave, we recover the fitted adjusted child height (explained by the observed 

features) and estimate its inequality.7 To simplify the notation, we refer to this part of the 

inequality as “explained inequality”. Next, we also estimate the contribution of each set of 

factors to the change in child health inequality, adapting the multivariate regression-based 

decomposition approach from Fields (2003). This method yields an exact additive 

decomposition of child health inequality and its changes into the contributions of all features 

(observed or not) included in the reduced-form.  

We show that child health inequality, on average, has decreased between the two waves. We 

also find a high degree of inertia in child health inequality: levels of inequality in the second 

wave are strongly correlated with past levels. In addition, the part of inequality explained by 

our set of observed features is becoming more important, given that these factors explain a 

greater percentage of health inequality.  

Regarding the contribution of the factors to changes in health inequality, we show that the 

unobserved part contributes to reducing inequality in most countries, while the observed 

features are moving in the opposite direction. Moreover, a high and positive correlation is 

observed between the contribution of the unobserved factors and the changes in inequality, 

whereas this correlation is negative and significant in the case of the observed factors. A 

detailed exploration of the results reveals that the features that cause this negative correlation 

are the within-regional factors. More specifically, mother’s demography and family background 

are the features driving the changes in explained inequality, while family structure and home 

infrastructures show non-significant correlations.  

Finally, we find evidence of a trade-off between child health inequality and mean child health. 

Comparing the contribution of each set of factors associated with the changes in mean child 

health and child health inequality, we find a positive correlation in the unobserved and 

observed features. In fact, within-regional factors are behind the trade-off that comes from the 

 
6 Most of these factors have already been used in the literature to analyze the generation of early-life health (levels 
and inequality) (Strauss and Thomas, 2008; Currie and Vogl, 2013; Almond et al., 2018).  
7 In this analysis, an informative metric is the share of total child health inequality explained by the set of factors, 
known as the I-ratio: the higher the I-ratio, the more important is the group of factors in determining child health 
inequality, and the more health inequality we can explain. 
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observed factors, and contributions of mother’s demography and family background drive it: 

while their changes are harming child health inequality, they are benefiting mean child health.  

The rest of the paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, we present the methodology used 

to estimate child health inequality, and the decomposition approach. In Section 3, we describe 

the dataset and present a descriptive analysis of the main variables in the sample. In Section 

4, for each SSA country and for each time period, we estimate child health inequality and the 

part of health inequality explained by a comprehensive and measurable set of factors. Then, 

we show the contribution of each set of features to the change in child health inequality, and 

analyze the existence of a cross-country trade-off between changes in child health inequality 

and changes in its mean levels. Finally, Section 5 presents the main conclusions.  

2-. Methodology 

In this section, we describe the approach used to measure child health and child health 

inequality, and present a multivariate regression-based decomposition method for determining 

the contribution of each set of features to health inequality and its changes.   

2.1-. Child health inequality 

Child height has been widely used to model long-term child health status in developing 

countries (Strauss and Thomas, 1995, 1998; Pradhan et al., 2003; Currie and Vogl, 2013), 

because it captures the cumulative effects of health during childhood. It is also associated with 

outcomes in later life in terms of health, economic status and human capital (Grantham-

McGregor et al., 2007; Victora et al., 2008; Dewey and Begum, 2011). Moreover, their 

distributions are strictly comparable between countries (de Onis et al., 2006).  

Our measure of child health departs from the height-for-age z-score (HAZ), which represents 

the deviation of a child’s height from the height of a representative healthy and well-nourished 

child population for the same sex and age, in accordance with WHO standards (WHO MGRS 

and de Onis, 2006; de Onis et al., 2006). However, since the z-score cannot be used directly 

to compute health inequality using standard inequality indexes (such as the Gini index, MLD 

or log-variance), previous studies (Sahn and Younger, 2005; Assaad et al., 2012; Ebaidalla, 

2019) have followed Pradhan et al. (2003) and transformed the HAZ of each child into its 

equivalent height for a 24-month-old girl with the same z-score, referred to in this paper as �̃�.8 

By fixing a particular reference group we attempt to make the resulting height distribution 

independent of age and gender, a desired property in our case because we do not want our 

 
8 For example, a 40-month-old boy with a height of 84.4 cm has a z-score of -3.77; thus, the equivalent height for a 

24-month-old girl with the same z-score of -3.77 would be 73.5 cm. 
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results to be confounded by the existence of different age and gender structures of living 

children across countries and waves. Nevertheless, the resulting equivalent height �̃� still 

shows significant correlations with both child age and gender (Pérez-Mesa et al., 2022). 

Therefore, we proceed as in Pérez-Mesa et al. (2022), removing the influence of age and 

gender structure from the height distribution of the children. For each country-wave, we 

estimate the following equation by OLS:9  

ln(�̃�𝑖𝑐) = α𝑐 + 𝛿𝑐𝐺𝑖𝑐 + ∑ 𝛽𝑗𝑐
3
𝑗=1 (𝐴𝑖𝑐)

𝑗 + ∑ 𝛾𝑗𝑐
3
𝑗=1 𝐺𝑖𝑐(𝐴𝑖𝑐)

𝑗 +𝜔𝑐𝑅𝑖𝑐 + 𝜀𝑖𝑐 ,   (1) 

where the sub-index 𝑖 refers to a child and 𝑐 to a country-wave unit; α𝑐  is a constant term 

(country-wave specific); 𝐺𝑖𝑐 is a dummy variable (1 for boys and 0 otherwise); 𝐴𝑖𝑐 is the child’s 

age (in months); 𝑅𝑖𝑐 represents a set of regional fixed effects to control for the potential 

differences in the age and gender distribution across regions in the country. Next, we obtain 

our age- and gender-adjusted height, 𝐻𝑖𝑐, as follows: 

𝐻𝑖𝑐 = exp [ln(�̃�𝑖𝑐) −  𝛿�̂�𝐺𝑖𝑐 − ∑ 𝛽
𝑗𝑐
̂3

𝑗=1 (𝐴𝑖𝑐)
𝑗 − ∑ 𝛾

𝑗�̂�
3
𝑗=1 𝐺𝑖𝑐(𝐴𝑐𝑖)

𝑗].    (2) 

Finally, we compute our measure of child health inequality as 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐), where 𝐼(·) is an inequality 

index, which we restrict to the ones that satisfy the conditions of Shorrocks (1982).10 

Specifically, we consider the Gini index, MLD and log-variance. 

2.2-. Determinants of child health inequality 

For each country-wave 𝑐, we estimate the following reduced-form (Ferreira and Gignoux, 2011; 

Marrero and Rodríguez, 2012): 

ln(𝐻𝑖𝑐) = 𝜆𝑐 + 𝜋𝑐𝑅𝑖𝑐 + 𝜏𝑐𝑈𝑖𝑐 + ∑ 𝜃𝑘𝑐𝐶𝑘𝑖𝑐
𝐾
𝑘=1 + 𝑣𝑖𝑐 .                 (3) 

which relates our measure of child height (adjusted by age and gender), 𝐻𝑖𝑐, with a set of 

observed (𝑅𝑖𝑐, 𝑈𝑖𝑐 and 𝐶𝑘𝑖𝑐) and unobserved factors (𝜆𝑐 and 𝑣𝑖𝑐). Among the observed aspects, 

we distinguish between geographical features, including a set of fixed effects of the region of 

residence of the child (𝑅𝑖𝑐) and whether the child lives in a rural or urban area (𝑈𝑖𝑐), and a set 

of factors related to the child and his/her household (𝐶𝑘𝑖𝑐) (see Section 3). Thus, 𝜋𝑐 and 𝜏𝑐 

 
9 As we showed in our previous paper, our results are not influenced by taking or not taking logs in �̃� in equations 

(1) and (3). Thus, taking logs facilitates the interpretation of our estimated results since they represent quasi-
elasticities. 
10 These conditions are the following: number of components; continuity and symmetric treatment of factors; 
independence of level of disaggregation; consistent decomposition; population symmetry and normalization for 
equal factor distribution; and two-factor symmetry. A broad class of inequality measures satisfies these properties, 
such as the Gini index, the generalized entropy family, the Atkinson index, some centile measures or the variance, 
among others. See Shorrocks (1982) for details.  
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capture between-regional differences, while the set of coefficients 𝜃𝑘𝑐 characterizes within-

regional gradients. Finally, the constant terms 𝜆𝑐 denote country-wave unobserved fixed 

features, and the residual 𝑣𝑖𝑐 is the part of ln(𝐻𝑖𝑐) not explained by the set of observed factors.  

The nature of the between- and within-regional features is totally different; therefore, the 

distinction between them is relevant. For instance, the between-regional aspects can be 

associated with different regional public health policies, while the within-regional factors are 

related to individual and household characteristics within the region, and this information can 

be useful for identifying disadvantaged groups and designing specific policies for them within 

the region. 

We estimate equation (3) by OLS for each country-wave (two waves for each country), 

considering the sample design of the surveys and using sampling weights to ensure their 

representativeness at national, regional and residence (urban, rural) level. We select the same 

set of regions and other observed features for both waves; thus, the results are comparable 

between waves. Standard errors are robust to the cluster level and to heteroskedasticity.  

Next, we obtain the ’smoothed child height’ (or ’explained child height’) distribution, denoted 

by �̂�𝑖𝑐: 

�̂�𝑖𝑐 = exp[�̂�𝑐 + �̂�𝑐𝑅𝑖𝑐 + �̂�𝑐𝑈𝑖𝑐 + ∑ 𝜃𝑘𝑐𝐶𝑘𝑖𝑐
𝐾
𝑘=1 ].                 (4) 

The ’smoothed distribution’ is the part of the adjusted child height explained by our entire group 

of observed features. Hence, if we apply an inequality index 𝐼(·) to the ’smoothed distribution’ 

for each country-wave, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐), we obtain the part of child height inequality associated with 

differences in our set of observed features, which we call “explained inequality”.11 We can also 

compute the share of total child health inequality explained by the set of factors, known as the 

I-ratio, which is given by 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐)/𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐): the higher the I-ratio, the more important is the group 

of observed features in determining child health inequality, and therefore the more health 

inequality can be explained with the model.12   

2.3-. A regression-based decomposition approach of inequality                                 

We propose an approach that is novel in this literature for quantifying the contribution of each 

factor (observed and unobserved) to changes over time in child health inequality. We use a 

 
11 As noted in the Introduction, in contrast to studies of adult health, since all the factors that affect children should 
be seen as factors beyond their control, their entire health inequality must be considered as inequality of opportunity. 

Thus, in our case, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐) must be interpreted as the inequality in child height explained by our set of observed 

features. For analogy and to simplify notation, we refer to 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐) as “explained inequality”. 
12 Our estimations must be seen as a lower bound of the explained inequality and the I-ratio since we do not have 
all the relevant factors affecting health inequality, and our factors may be imperfectly measured. Improving these 
aspects would generally increase both measures. 
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multivariate regression-based decomposition method (Fields, 2003; Cowell and Fiorio, 2011; 

Brewer and Wren-Lewis, 2016), which adapts the decomposition of Shorrocks (1982), to 

determine the contribution of each factor (or group of factors) to explaining child health 

inequality and its change in a particular country and wave.13  

This method is useful in our application for several reasons. First, it is perfectly compatible with 

our results in (3), since it uses their estimated coefficients. Second, it allows dealing with a 

large set of correlated factors, which is the case in our database. Third, we can easily 

distinguish between observed and unobserved factors, and within-group and between-group 

features affecting inequality; specifically, this decomposition approach yields an exact additive 

decomposition of total health inequality into all features included in (3).14 Finally, our results 

are comparable with the decomposition proposed by Buisman et al. (2019) for the changes in 

mean health (see Section 4.4). 

To simplify the notation, all the features in (3) are grouped in Z (Z = {𝐶𝑘, 𝑅, 𝑈}). Thus, the 

relative factor inequality weight for any element 𝑧 ∈ 𝑍 is given by: 

𝑆𝑧 =
cov[�̂�𝑧Z, ln𝐻]

�̂�ln𝐻
2 = �̂�𝑧

�̂�Z
�̂�ln𝐻

cor[Z, ln𝐻],                                                                                              (5) 

where �̂�𝑧 is the vector of the estimated OLS coefficients from (3) associated with each feature, 

and �̂�ln𝐻
2  is the variance of the log-child adjusted height 𝐻𝑖𝑐 (i.e., the target variable in (3)). 

Moreover, treating the residual term 𝑣 as an additional (unobserved) factor, the decomposition 

also yields the share attributed to the unexplained part of child health inequality: 15 

𝑆𝑣 =
cov[𝑣, ln𝐻]

�̂�ln𝐻
2 = 

�̂�𝑣
�̂�ln𝐻

cor[𝑣, ln𝐻],                                                                                                        (6) 

where we have imposed that �̂�𝑣 = 1. These relative factor inequality weights are generally 

positive, but they can be zero or even negative (i.e., they contribute to reducing health 

inequality), although all of them add up to 1. Besides, we can rescale the weight of each feature 

to estimate their contributions to the explained part of child height, �̂�. Replacing 𝐻 by �̂� in (5), 

we obtain the weights for any element 𝑧 ∈ 𝑍 now attributed to the explained part of inequality, 

denoted by �̂�𝑧, with �̂�𝑣 = 0, and where the new rescaled weights add up to 1. 

 
13 This type of decomposition method seeks to estimate counterfactuals using an econometric model to examine 
the influence of each causal factor (DiNardo et al., 1996; Morduch and Sicular; 2002; Bourguignon et al., 2008). 
Alternative methods derive decompositions based on theoretical axioms, such as factor and subgroup 
decompositions (Shorrocks, 1982, 1984) or the Shapley-value decomposition (Chantreuil and Trannoy, 2013). 
However, a reduced-form like the one developed above should only be interpreted as a descriptive model, showing 
correlations rather than causal relationships. 
14 This kind of analysis cannot be performed using, for instance, a standard decomposition by subgroups 
(Mookherjee and Shorrocks, 1982; Jenkins, 1995). 
15 Notice that the relative factor inequality weight of the constant term is always zero. 
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The relative factor inequality weights are invariant for a broad family of inequality measures 

that satisfy a set of common conditions (Shorrocks, 1982; see footnote 10). Therefore we do 

not need to add any particular inequality measure to perform the decomposition (Fields, 2003; 

Brewer and Wren-Lewis, 2016). Hence, the contribution of a particular observed feature 

included in Z to the total height inequality in period 𝑡 is given by 𝑆𝑧,𝑡𝐼𝑡, and the contribution of 

the unobserved part is 𝑆𝑣,𝑡𝐼𝑡. For the explained inequality, the contributions are �̂�𝑧,𝑡𝐼𝑡 for each 

𝑧 ∈ 𝑍.16   

Finally, to achieve our main purpose, we calculate the (annualized) contribution of each feature 

(observed or unobserved) to the change in inequality between two periods of time, 𝑡0 and 𝑡1. 

For total inequality, the contributions to change are given by the expressions (7) and (8), while 

for inequality explained and the I-ratio are given by (9) and (10), respectively: 

∆𝑧𝐼(𝑡1−𝑡0) =
𝑆𝑧,𝑡1𝐼𝑡1 − 𝑆𝑧,𝑡0𝐼𝑡0

𝑡1 − 𝑡0
                                                                                                                       (7) 

∆𝑣𝐼(𝑡1−𝑡0) =
𝑆𝑣,𝑡1𝐼𝑡1 − 𝑆𝑣,𝑡0𝐼𝑡0

𝑡1 − 𝑡0
                                                                                                                        (8) 

∆𝑧𝐼(𝑡1−𝑡0) =
�̂�𝑧,𝑡1𝐼𝑡1 − �̂�𝑧,𝑡0𝐼𝑡0

𝑡1 − 𝑡0
                                                                                                                        (9) 

∆𝑧
𝐼(𝑡1−𝑡0)

𝐼(𝑡1−𝑡0)
=

�̂�𝑧,𝑡1
𝐼𝑡1
𝐼𝑡1
− �̂�𝑧,𝑡0

𝐼𝑡0
𝐼𝑡0

𝑡1 − 𝑡0
                                                                                                                      (10) 

For the set of features 𝐶𝑘 included in Z, we calculate the contribution of within-regional features; 

adding up those for 𝑅 and 𝑈, we calculate the contribution of between-regional aspects; for 𝑣, 

we calculate the contribution of unobserved features, which is zero when we just decompose 

explained inequality. 

3. Data description 

We gather information on 15 SSA countries (see Table 1) from the Demographic and Health 

Surveys (DHS) to identify the factors underlying the changes in child health inequality. We use 

data from the Children Recode module, which includes information on children under five years 

old born to the woman interviewed in the household. We choose 15 countries with comparable 

 

16 It is worth noting that the contribution for the I-ratio is also �̂�𝑧,𝑡(
𝐼𝑡

𝐼𝑡
), and the decomposition also applies to the I-

ratio: 
𝐼𝑡

𝐼𝑡
=

∑ �̂�𝑧,𝑡𝐼𝑡𝑧∈𝑍

∑ 𝑆𝑧,𝑡𝐼𝑡𝑧∈𝑍 +𝑆𝑣,𝑡𝐼𝑡
= ∑ �̂�𝑧,𝑡𝑧∈𝑍

𝐼𝑡

𝐼𝑡
 , as far as ∑ 𝑆𝑧,𝑡𝑧∈𝑍 + 𝑆𝑣,𝑡 = 1. 
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information from the last two consecutive and completed DHS waves (DHS VI and DHS VII), 

covering the periods 2008-2013 and 2013-2018, respectively. 

The DHS are household surveys that provide data for a wide range of monitoring and impact 

evaluation indicators in the areas of population, health, and nutrition. They use a minimum of 

two questionnaires, one for the household and another for women of reproductive age (15-49 

years old). These questionnaires are homogenous, allowing for comparison between 

countries. In general, DHS surveys are representative at the national, regional (departments, 

states) and residence level (urban, rural) (Croft et al., 2018). We consider the sample design 

of the surveys and use sampling weights to ensure that our results do not show biased 

estimates, and to achieve this degree of representativeness (Deaton, 1997; O’Donnell et al., 

2008).17 

Table 1 summarizes the information on the surveys used in each period: the countries, the 

year(s) of the survey, and the sample size. Each child represents an individual observation, 

which we pool for each country. It also shows information on child height: the mean and the 

standard deviation of the child HAZ.18 In our sample, all countries show a negative HAZ in both 

periods; Burundi, Malawi and Rwanda are the countries with the lowest levels of HAZ in the 

first and second waves, while Cameroon and Guinea are the countries in the top positions in 

both periods. 

According to the original measure of HAZ, on average, there has been an improvement in child 

health: the sample average is -1.48 for the first wave and -1.37 for the second, and only two 

countries (Benin and Nigeria) did not improve their mean HAZ comparing their corresponding 

waves. However, its standard deviation (a rough measure of child health inequality) decreased 

significantly in 10 out of 15 countries, and it remained relatively stable (with a slight increase 

or decrease) in five (Cameroon, Ethiopia, Guinea, Rwanda and Tanzania). These changes 

might be affected by differences in the age and gender structure of children across countries 

and waves, an aspect that we want to control for, as discussed in Section 2. We will discuss 

this issue further in Section 4.  

 

 

 
17 The DHS sample is usually based on a stratified two-stage cluster design, where first the primary sampling units 
or clusters (PSUs) are selected (typically enumeration areas from census files), and then a sample of households 
is selected in each cluster. 
18 A zero value of the HAZ means that a child follows a healthy (optimal) growth pattern, equal to the median height 
of the reference population, while a positive or negative HAZ means a higher or delayed growth pattern, 
respectively. Stunting, which is defined as having a HAZ below -2, is a widely used indicator of an unhealthy 
population in the country (WHO, 2008).   
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Table 1. DHS surveys: coverage and child height 

ISO 
code 

Country 
DHS year Sample size Mean HAZ 

HAZ standard 
deviation 

DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII 

BJ Benin 2011-2012 2017-2018 7009 11418 -1.33 -1.41 2.06 1.26 

BU Burundi 2010 2016-2017 3377 5955 -2.15 -2.14 1.32 1.22 

CM Cameroon 2011 2018 4773 4194 -1.23 -1.07 1.60 1.65 

ET Ethiopia 2011 2016 9217 8621 -1.61 -1.39 1.60 1.65 

GN Guinea 2012 2018 2996 3333 -1.06 -1.05 1.73 1.75 

LS Lesotho 2009 2014 1541 1231 -1.49 -1.41 1.45 1.32 

ML Mali 2012-2013 2018 4173 6650 -1.38 -1.08 1.73 1.49 

MW Malawi 2010 2015-2016 4462 5071 -1.73 -1.52 1.50 1.31 

NG Nigeria 2013 2018 23445 10977 -1.25 -1.46 1.85 1.50 

RW Rwanda 2010 2014-2015 3998 3494 -1.74 -1.54 1.33 1.36 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

2013 2019 3940 4047 -1.31 -1.24 1.79 1.42 

TZ Tanzania 2010 2015-2016 6472 8570 -1.66 -1.43 1.36 1.36 

UG Uganda 2011 2016 2011 4286 -1.39 -1.17 1.49 1.40 

ZM Zambia 2013-2014 2018 11005 8483 -1.55 -1.44 1.51 1.37 

ZW Zimbabwe 2010-2011 2015 4161 4736 -1.34 -1.20 1.38 1.32 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. In columns, sample size refers to the number of children under five in 
each country; HAZ: height-for-age z-score. 
 

The DHS also contains individual information on a set of socioeconomic, demographic and 

geographic factors that have been widely used to explain differences in child health (Strauss 

and Thomas, 2008; Almond et al., 2018). Following Pérez-Mesa et al. (2022), Assaad et al. 

(2012) and Aizawa (2019), among others, we group factors with similar characteristics into five 

categories (Table 2): family background, including mother’s education, household wealth and 

mother’s occupation; mother’s demography, such as mother’s height, mother’s body mass 

index (BMI) and mother’s age; family structure, including the number of offspring, the birth 

order of the child and the type of childbirth (single or multiple); home infrastructures, such as 

the source of drinking water, the type of toilet facilities and the type of cooking fuel; and 

geography, including the region and place of residence (urban or rural).19 

The geography group coincides with the fixed effects 𝑅 and 𝑈 included in (3) (between-

geographical features), while all other features are associated with 𝐶𝑘 (within-regional 

features). These factors are available for almost all countries in the two time periods 

considered, allowing better comparability not only between countries but also within them (see 

Table A1 in Supplementary Material A for the factors included in 𝐶𝑘; and Table A2 for the 

regions).20   

 
19 Numerous studies evidence the relationship between child health and these groups of factors: family background 
(Case et al., 2002; Currie, 2009; Lindeboom et al., 2009); mother’s demography (Subramanian et al., 2009; Black 
et al., 2013; Victora et al., 2021); family structure (Hatton and Martin, 2009; Rosenzweig and Zhang, 2009; Pruckner 
et al., 2021); home infrastructures (Fink et al., 2011; Duflo et al., 2015; Choudhuri and Desai, 2021); and geography 
(Smith et al., 2005; Paciorek et al., 2013; Ameye and De Weerdt, 2020). 
20 Since each country has the same variables in both time periods, a comparison within countries is possible. In 
addition, all countries have all factors except Lesotho and Nigeria (which do not have mother’s occupation), and 

                            13 / 52



12 
 

We are interested in identifying the factors or groups of factors that contribute the most to 

explaining the changes in child health inequality; therefore, a priori, we do not focus on a 

specific factor. Since most of the factors included are correlated, it is convenient to 

simultaneously include all potential (observed) factors that affect child health in (3) and apply 

a multivariate approach such as the one described above.21  

Table 2. Factor groups and their variables 

 Factor groups Variables 

I Family background Mother’s education, household wealth, mother’s occupation 

II Mother’s demography 
 
Mother’s height, mother’s body mass index, mother’s age 
 

III Family structure 
 
Offspring, birth order, type of childbirth 
 

IV Home infrastructures 
 
Source of drinking water, type of toilet facility, type of cooking fuel 
 

V Geography Region of residence, place of residence 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. See Table A1 (Supplementary Material A) for details of factors included 

in 𝐶𝑘; and Table A2 for the regions. 

Table A3 (Supplementary Material A) shows the descriptive statistics of a representative factor 

of each group mentioned. Next, we summarize the most important changes in these factors 

over time. The decomposition approach allows us to disentangle whether these changes are 

or are not translated into changes in child health inequality (Section 4).  

First, all countries show improvements in the percentage of children with mothers with at least 

secondary education: the average percentage rose from 20.6% in the first wave to 26.8% in 

the second. However, we observe notable differences between countries.22 Regarding 

household wealth, on average, the percentage of children belonging to households within the 

richer and richest quintiles remains relatively constant over time (35% in both waves). 

Comparing the two waves, the wealth index rose in 6 out of 15 countries, and the changes are 

smaller than those of mother’s education. It is worth noting that the cross-country correlationof 

 
Zambia (which does not have mother’s height and mother’s BMI). It is worth nothing that the grouping strategy does 
not affect the estimation of the inequality of predicted child height in Section 4. 
21 For instance, the omission of mother’s demography from the regression may upwardly bias the importance of 
mother’s education and household wealth, since mother’s height and BMI can be correlated with the socioeconomic 
conditions of the family. 
22 For example, this share exceeds 30% in Cameroon, Lesotho, Nigeria, Zambia and Zimbabwe in both waves, 
while it is only around 10% in other countries such as Guinea, Mali and Rwanda. With respect to the changes 
between the two periods (measured in annualized percentage points), Zambia (1.51 p.p.), Lesotho (2.26 p.p.) and 
Sierra Leone (2.3 p.p.) show the largest increases in this factor. 

                            14 / 52



13 
 

the changes (and the levels) in these two factors (mother’s education and household wealth) 

is very small in the sample.23 

With respect to mother’s height, the average value in the sample is 158 cm in both periods, 

ranging between 155 and 162 cm. In addition, the number of offspring remains relatively stable 

at between three and four on average, depending on the country (the only reduction was 

recorded in Zambia, where the average fell by one child). Regarding the percentage of children 

living in households with access to an improved source of drinking water, almost all countries 

show an improvement between the two waves (with the exception of Benin and to a lesser 

extent Rwanda), with the mean increasing from 66% to 71%; furthermore, only two countries 

are below 60% in the second wave (Ethiopia and Tanzania) and this share has reached 80% 

in three countries (Burundi, Lesotho and Malawi). Finally, although more than 60% of children 

live in households in a rural residence, this percentage has fallen over time in 12 countries 

(the exceptions being Benin, Ethiopia and Malawi).  

Regarding the remaining factors (not shown in the table), on average, the percentage of 

mothers working in services/sales occupations rose significantly (0.6 annual p.p., 

approximately), while the share in agriculture decreased between the two waves (around 0.5 

annual p.p.). Mean mother’s age at childbirth is around 27 years in both waves; and mean 

mother’s BMI rose in almost all countries. Regarding the birth order of children, number three 

is the average position in the two waves, and around 96% of births are single births. With 

respect to home infrastructures, the percentage of children living in households with toilet 

facilities improved in 14 countries in the sample (on average, from 78% to 82%), and the 

percentage of children living in households that use solid cooking fuel remained constant over 

time above 90% on average (only Lesotho and Zimbabwe present rates below 80% in both 

waves). 

4. Results: child health inequality and decomposition 

This section presents the following results: first, we provide estimates of child health inequality 

and its changes; second, we examine the main (observed) features affecting child health 

inequality and estimate the fraction of child health inequality explained by these factors for 

each country-wave; third, we analyze the impact of each group of factors on changes in child 

health inequality for each country. Finally, we compare the contributions to the change in child 

 
23 In our set of SSA countries, mother’s education is not correlated with household wealth, so other factors (cultural 
and religious) must play an important role in women’s education (Frankema, 2012; Cogneau, and Moradi, 2014; 
Baten et al., 2021). 
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health inequality with those to the change in mean child health, looking for evidence of trade-

offs between the two dimensions. 

4.1. Estimates of child health inequality 

We estimate equation (1), recover child height adjusted for age and gender, 𝐻𝑖𝑐 , and calculate 

child health inequality by applying an inequality index to this adjusted height series, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐).
24 

We assess the robustness of trends over time and consider alternative inequality measures 

that satisfy the conditions of Shorrocks (1982): the Gini index, MLD and log-variance. For each 

country-wave and the Gini index, the results for total child health inequality and their annualized 

change (i.e., divided by the number of years between the first and second waves, according 

to the information provided in Table 1) are shown in Table 3.  

Table 3. Child health inequality estimates in SSA: total inequality, explained inequality and I-
ratio (Gini index, %) 

ISO 
code 

Country 

Total child health inequality 
(%) 

Explained child 
health inequality 

(%) 

Child health I-ratio 
(%) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized 

p.p.) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized 

p.p.) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized 

p.p.) 

BJ Benin 4.45 2.68 -0.29 0.82 0.98 0.027 18.34 36.50 3.03 

BU Burundi 2.82 2.64 -0.02 1.02 1.20 0.026 36.26 46.07 1.31 

CM Cameroon 3.29 3.51 0.03 1.33 1.34 0.002 40.33 38.14 -0.31 

ET Ethiopia 3.23 3.42 0.04 0.93 0.95 0.004 28.83 27.78 -0.21 

GN Guinea 3.52 3.74 0.04 1.15 0.84 -0.052 32.61 22.44 -1.70 

LS Lesotho 2.99 2.74 -0.05 0.96 1.15 0.038 32.08 41.88 1.96 

ML Mali 3.63 3.15 -0.10 0.96 1.14 0.036 26.50 34.81 1.96 

MW Malawi 3.11 2.74 -0.06 0.92 0.91 -0.001 29.48 33.28 0.63 

NG Nigeria 3.94 3.27 -0.13 1.57 1.52 -0.011 39.93 46.51 1.32 

RW Rwanda 2.79 2.83 0.01 1.08 1.13 0.009 38.89 40.01 0.22 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

3.82 3.01 -0.13 0.90 0.81 -0.016 23.51 26.87 0.54 

TZ Tanzania 2.85 2.82 0.00 1.13 1.02 -0.018 41.27 37.17 -0.57 

UG Uganda 3.07 2.90 -0.03 1.25 1.08 -0.034 41.12 38.40 -0.69 

ZM Zambia 3.16 2.90 -0.06 0.69 0.60 -0.023 21.74 20.52 -0.31 

ZW Zimbabwe 2.76 2.76 0.00 0.77 0.92 0.038 27.87 33.33 1.37 

Mean 3.29 3.01 -0.05 1.03 1.04 0.002 31.80 34.84 0.57 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Total child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure 
of child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐); explained child health inequality is the inequality in child height caused by 

differences in our set of factors, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐); and child health I-ratio is the share of the explained inequality over total health inequality, 

𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐)/𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Mean refers to the average value for all countries in each wave, and changes are in annualized percentage points. 

 

 
24 The estimated results of equation (1) can be summarized as follows: first, the coefficient of the boys’ dummy is 
negative in more than half of the countries, although significant in only a few; second, the estimated sequence of 

parameters 𝛽𝑗𝑐, j=1,2,3 shows in general a negative correlation between child health and (monthly) age, and the 

significance of the squared and even the cubic terms in some countries indicates that the height-age structure is 
non-linear; third, the estimated cross-terms indicate that the correlation between age and height is more relevant 
for boys than for girls, although this effect is significant in a few countries. 
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In general, the results are robust to the inequality index used.25 On average, child health 

inequality fell between the two waves, as did their maximum and minimum levels.26 It fell in 

most countries (10 out of 15), rose in four (Cameroon, Ethiopia, Guinea and Rwanda) and 

remained stable in one (Zimbabwe). In spite of this, the ranking of countries is relatively similar 

in the two waves: Guinea, Mali and Nigeria are among the countries with the highest levels of 

inequality, while Burundi, Lesotho and Zimbabwe show the lowest levels.27 

Figure 1 complements Table 3: it compares child health inequality in the first wave (DHS VI, 

x-axis) and the second wave (DHS VII, y-axis) for our set of 15 SSA countries. Health inequality 

fell over time in the ten countries below the 45-degree line, rose in the four countries above 

this line, and remained constant in one country. Figure 1 also helps to assess the inertia of 

health inequality in our sample. It is worth noting that child health inequality fell abnormally in 

four countries: Benin, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Mali (in this order). The results for these four 

countries make the cross-correlation between the levels of inequality in both waves almost 

null. However, the correlation changes dramatically when looking at the other 11 countries, 

where inequality in the second wave is strongly correlated with their previous levels.  

Figure 1. Child health inequality inertia in SSA (Gini index, %) 

 
Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Red dots represent the correlation between the two corresponding measures 

considering the total sample of countries; black dots show the correlation without the outliers mentioned in Section 4.1. See Table 
1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

 
25 Since the results presented in both Sections 4.1 and 4.2 are robust to the measure of inequality considered (Gini 
index, MLD and log-variance), for illustrative purposes, henceforth we only show results for the Gini index (see 
Supplementary Material B for results with MLD and log-variance). 
26 Inequality levels are in the range of previous estimates of child health inequality reported in the literature using 
similar approaches and measures (Assaad et al., 2012; Hussien and Ayele, 2016; Krafft, 2022). Assaad et al. (2012) 
and Krafft (2022) use the MLD, while Hussien and Ayele (2016) considered the Gini index.  
27 Benin and Rwanda are the two most notable exceptions: Benin was the most unequal country in the first wave 
but it is the second least unequal in the second wave, while Rwanda was the second least unequal in the first wave 
and moved to an intermediate position in the second. 
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A plausible explanation for the large reduction in child health inequality in Benin, Nigeria, Sierra 

Leone and Mali is that they might share high levels of child mortality between the first and 

second wave. This situation would cause an abnormal reduction in health inequality due to a 

mortality selection bias (Moradi and Baten, 2005; Victora et al., 2010): the exclusion of the 

unhealthiest children during the transition period between the two waves would exert a 

downward pressure on the health gaps among children in the second wave. Since DHS does 

not provide longitudinal information to allow this possibility to be tested properly, we check this 

relevant issue in two indirect ways (see Supplementary Material C). According with our results, 

we interpret that the reduction in child health inequality in these four countries is not 

significantly affected by a mortality selection bias, and is in fact due to features not included in 

the model.  

4.2. Determinants of child health inequality 

We estimate equation (3) by OLS for each country-wave, taking into account considering the 

sample design of the surveys and using sampling weights, and calculate the part of child health 

inequality explained by our set of factors, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐), and the I-ratio, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐)/𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐).
28 Table D1 

(Supplementary Material D) shows the estimates of the determinants of child health. In 

general, the coefficients have the expected sign, and we now comment on the most relevant 

and robust results for all countries. Regarding the first group of factors (family background), 

mother’s education is highly significant in most countries and its partial correlation with child 

height is positive. Household wealth is also positively associated with child height: households 

in the two richest quintiles have taller children. Controlling for mother’s education, household 

wealth and all the other factors included in the model, mother’s occupation is significant in only 

a few countries.  

With respect to the second group of features (mother’s demography), mother’s height is 

strongly and positively correlated with child height in all countries. Both mother’s age at 

childbirth and mother’s BMI present an inverted U-shaped relationship with the child’s height: 

being too young or too old, and being under- or over-weight are negatively associated with the 

height of the child. Regarding the third group of factors (family structure), being born in a 

multiple birth is strongly and negatively associated with child height. Being third or higher in 

birth order is negatively correlated with child height and significant in half of the countries, but 

 
28 Since the set of factors considered in our regressions are beyond the child’s control, they are considered 
exogenous. Thus, we do not concern here with endogeneity issues but focus on the associations between the 
outcome and the determinants, which do not necessarily arise from a causal impact of the latter on the former. 
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being born second is not significant in practically any country. The number of offspring is only 

significant in a few countries and mostly negatively correlated with child height.29  

With respect to the fourth group of features (home infrastructures), the variables included in 

this category are not individually significant with respect to their omitted category in most 

cases, although the estimated coefficients present the expected signs.30 Finally, regarding the 

fifth set of factors (geography), living in an urban area is rarely significant relative to a rural 

residence, but it is positively correlated with child height. Dummy regions are generally strongly 

significant in all countries, reflecting the existence of specific regional (within-country) fixed 

effects. 

For each country-wave, Table 3 also shows the estimated levels of child health inequality 

explained by our set of factors, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐), the I-ratio, and their corresponding annualized changes. 

Figures E1 and E2 (Supplementary Material E) display the inertia plot analogous to that of 

Figure 1, but for the explained inequality and the I-ratio (using the Gini index). Now, while total 

child health inequality decreased over time in most countries, the part of health inequality 

explained by our set of observed factors rose in 8 out of 15 countries and decreased in the 

others. Moreover, the explained inequality shows a significant inertia, but now we do not 

observe outliers. Thus, it seems that the abnormal behavior of Benin, Nigeria, Sierra Leone 

and Mali observed in Figure 1 is due to changes in aspects not included in the model and 

captured in the residual term. A similar finding is observed for the I-ratio: it rose over time in 

nine countries, remained relatively stable in five and fell significantly only in Guinea. Moreover, 

inertia is weaker for the I-ratio, but this result is partly explained by the anomalous results 

recorded in certain countries for total inequality.  

Summing up, while total child health inequality is falling in most countries, the part of inequality 

explained by our set of observed features is becoming more relevant. In other words, our 

factors explain a greater percentage of the existing health inequality in this set of countries. 

Thus, we now know more about the features that cause child health inequality in SSA 

 
29 We find that the partial correlation of offspring with child height is positive and significant for some countries, 
partly due to a strong collinearity between birth order and offspring (a correlation of 0.90 for the entire sample). An 
indication of this collinearity is the fact that the number of negative coefficients for “offspring” increases considerably 
when “birth order” is not included in the model. For this reason, in order to reduce this collinearity, we follow 
Jayachandran and Pande (2017) and Spears et al. (2022), and introduce birth order in our reduced-form as two 
dummies, “second” and “third”, which take value 1 if the child is the second born and if the child is the third born or 
more, respectively. However, even in this case, there are still countries that show a positive and significant 
coefficient for “offspring” once controlled by “birth order”; but in our previous paper we showed that this unexpected 
result is not in principle due to a problem of incomplete fertility. 
30 The reduced number of significant coefficients is partially due to the fact that home infrastructures are strongly 
correlated with household wealth and other factors already included in the first and second groups of factors. For 
instance, if we omit the wealth index (jointly with the regional dummies) from the regression, the variables drinking 
water, toilet facilities and/or cooking fuel become significant (and with the expected sign) in more countries, including 
Cameroon, Nigeria and Rwanda.  
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countries. Next, we examine the contribution of each feature to explaining child health 

inequality in each country-wave, as well as the contribution of each factor to changes in child 

health inequality. 

4.3. Decomposition of child health inequality and its changes 

How do the different groups of factors contribute to explaining child health inequality in SSA? 

What features contribute most to explaining its changes? The approach described in Section 

2 provides the inequality shares attributed to observed (explained) and unobserved (residual) 

characteristics. For the observed aspects, we can differentiate between within-regional 

features (family background, mother’s demography, family structure and home infrastructures) 

and between-regional features (geography). For each country-wave, Table F1 (Supplementary 

Material F) shows the estimated relative factor inequality weights (equations (5)-(6)) of the 

observed and unobserved factors. In Table F2 (Supplementary Material F), we rescale the 

estimated weights and show the contributions to the explained part. Next, for each country, we 

estimate the (annualized) contributions to changes over time in child health inequality 

(equations (7) and (8)), and in the explained part of inequality (equations (9) or (10)).31  

We start with the distinction between the contributions of explained and unexplained parts 

(Figure 2): a positive bar indicates that the associated feature has increased inequality 

between the two waves, while a negative value reflects the opposite. Countries are ordered 

from the highest to the lowest change in child health inequality (in annualized p.p.). The 

unobserved part contributes to reducing inequality in most countries (in 10 out of 15), in line 

with the trend for total inequality. However, in contrast to the general inequality trend, the 

observed features show a positive contribution in 8 out of 15 countries. 

We complement this evidence by comparing (in scatter plots) the changes in child health 

inequality with these contributions (Figure 3): a high and positive correlation is shown for the 

unobserved features (left graph), and a negative and significant correlation for the case of 

observed aspects (right graph). A priori, the negative correlation is not an expected result; in 

fact, we would expect both components to be positively correlated with the change in 

inequality. How should we interpret the negative correlation? The answer is to be found in our 

previous analysis (Section 4.2): the set of observed features have prevented a further 

reduction in total child health inequality in SSA, and other (unobservable) aspects included in 

 
31 Although we present the results using the Gini index, all the results in this section are similar for MLD and log-
variance. 
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the unexplained part (some of them probably common to all countries) are the reason for the 

reduction in child health inequality in the region.  

Furthermore, a detailed exploration of the results reveals that the features behind this negative 

correlation are the within-regional factors (Figure 4): while the correlation is strongly negative 

(and significant) between the changes in health inequality and the contribution of the within-

regional features (right graph), it is positive (and almost insignificant) for the between-regional 

component (left graph). 

Figure 2. Contribution of explained and unexplained parts to changes in total child health 
inequality (Gini index, annualized p.p.) 

 
Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Positive (negative) contribution means that it contributes to increasing (reducing) 

inequality. 

Finally, we look inside the explained part of inequality and show the results (equation (9)) for 

the group of observed factors defined in Table 2.32 Hence, countries in the following figures 

are ordered from highest to lowest change in explained inequality (in annualized p.p.). For 

each set of features, Figure 5 shows their contributions (left graph) and the scatter plot between 

the change in explained inequality and the contribution of each set of observed factors (right 

graph).  

The geographical features (between-regional aspects) mostly contribute negatively (i.e., they 

reduce the explained part of inequality), and only Cameroon shows a significant positive 

contribution of this aspect. Moreover, these factors display a negative but insignificant 

correlation with the changes in explained health inequality.  

 
32 We show the results for the explained part of the Gini, but the results for the I-ratio are similar (and available upon 
request). 
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Figure 3. Correlation between changes in child health inequality and contribution of the 
unexplained (left graph) and explained (right graph) parts (Gini index, annualized p.p.) 

 
Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Positive (negative) contribution means that it contributes to increasing (reducing) 

inequality. See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

Figure 4. Correlation between changes in child health inequality and contribution of the 
between- (left graph) and within-geographical (right graph) features (Gini index, annualized 
p.p.) 

   

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Positive (negative) contribution means that it contributes to increasing (reducing) 

inequality. See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

 

For their part, the within-regional factors tend to contribute positively, and the correlation with 

changes in explained health inequality depends on the feature considered, although it is never 

negative and significant. For instance, mother’s demography contributes to increasing 

explained inequality in most countries (10 out of 15), while family background follows almost 

the same pattern as explained inequality. Both groups of factors present the highest positive 

contributions to the change in the explained inequality. Moreover, these two sets of features 

are the ones that present positive and significant correlations with changes in explained 

inequality, although the fit and slope in the scatter plot for mother’s demography are almost 

twice those of the family background. Family structure and home infrastructures are the 
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components that contribute the least to the change in explained child health inequality.33 These 

two sets of factors show a positive and negative correlation with the change in explained 

inequality, respectively, but both are non-significant.34 

Figure 5. Contribution of features to change in explained child health inequality (left graph; 
Gini index, annualized p.p.), and correlation between changes in explained child health 
inequality and contribution of features (right graph; Gini index, annualized p.p.) 

 

 

 
33 Looking at some examples, mother’s demography is the factor that contributes the most to increasing the 
explained inequality in Benin and Nigeria, while family background makes the biggest contribution in Lesotho and 
Mali. However, we find some exceptions to this general result. For instance, home infrastructures and geography 
are the most important factors contributing to increasing inequality in Zimbabwe and Cameroon, respectively, while 
family background contributes to reducing inequality in Rwanda. Moreover, family structure and mother’s 
demography are the most important group of factors contributing to decreasing inequality in Malawi and Guinea, 
respectively, while home infrastructures is the most important in Lesotho. 
34 Considering all the individual factors, on average, the between-regional features (the region and the place of 
residence) and the source of drinking water are the ones that most negatively contribute to the change in explained 
health inequality, while mother’s BMI, household wealth, the type of cooking fuel and mother’s education are the 
factors that increase it the most (results are available upon request). 
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Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Explained child health inequality is the inequality in child height 

caused by differences in our set of factors, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐). Positive (negative) contribution means that it contributes to increasing (reducing) 

inequality. See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

4.4. Cross-country trade-offs: changes in child health inequality and mean child health 

So far, we have characterized the factors that contribute to recent changes in child health 

inequality in SSA. However, from the point of view of social welfare, understanding the changes 
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in the inequality of an outcome can be as relevant as understanding the changes in its mean 

(Bleichrodt and Van Doorslaer, 2006; Dollar et al., 2015). For SSA, a previous study by 

Buisman et al. (2019) decomposed changes in mean child health into observed and 

unobserved factors. Thus, as emphasized in the introduction, we contribute to the literature by 

proposing a methodology for decomposing child health inequality that is perfectly comparable 

with this approach for decomposing the mean. Being able to compare the results of the two 

decompositions is extremely useful in order to understand the reasons behind the existence 

(or absence) of a trade-off between mean child health and its inequality. Although we are aware 

that we are not performing a causality analysis, we believe that this comparison is a relevant 

exercise from a welfare point of view.  

First, we show evidence of the existence or non-existence of cross-country trade-offs between 

changes in child health inequality and changes in the mean child health. Next, we answer the 

following questions: are the factors that explain the change in inequality the same as the ones 

that explain the change in the mean? Are there common factors that positively or negatively 

affect the change in the two dimensions?  

Closely following Buisman et al. (2019), we first compute the changes in mean child health 

and calculate the contributions of their determining factors, using the same classification of 

features as described in Table 2. Since we want these results to be perfectly comparable with 

our inequality decomposition, we adapt this procedure as follows. First, instead of using the 

HAZ, our measure of child health is child height adjusted by age and gender (in logs), ln(𝐻𝑖𝑐) 

(the target variable in equation (3)); thus, our decomposition results (for both the inequality and 

the mean) are adjusted to changes in the age and gender distribution of children between the 

different waves. Second, we want to consider the same estimated coefficients as the ones 

used for the inequality decomposition (equations (6)-(10)). In this case, we will decompose the 

change over time of the mean ln(𝐻𝑖𝑐).
35 As a result, from the estimation of equation (3) for 

each country-wave, we can decompose the change in the mean in the following terms:  

(�̂�𝑐,𝑡1 − �̂�𝑐,𝑡0 )⏟        
𝑈𝑛𝑜𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑟𝑣𝑒𝑑

+ (�̂�𝑐,𝑡1 − �̂�𝑐,𝑡0)(�̅�𝑐,𝑡1 − �̅�𝑐,𝑡0)⏟                  
𝑂𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑟𝑣𝑒𝑑: 𝑟𝑒𝑔𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝑑𝑢𝑚𝑚𝑖𝑒𝑠

+ (�̂�𝑐,𝑡1 − �̂�𝑐,𝑡0)(�̅�𝑐,𝑡1 − 𝑈𝑐,𝑡0)⏟                
𝑂𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑟𝑣𝑒𝑑:𝑢𝑟𝑏𝑎𝑛/𝑟𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙

+ ∑ (𝜃𝑘𝑐,𝑡1 − 𝜃𝑘𝑐,𝑡0)(�̅�𝑘𝑐,𝑡1 − 𝐶�̅�𝑐,𝑡0)
𝐾
𝑘=1⏟                        
𝑂𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑟𝑣𝑒𝑑: 𝑤𝑖𝑡ℎ𝑖𝑛−𝑟𝑒𝑔𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝑓𝑒𝑎𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑒𝑠

, 

where it should be noted that the average of the OLS residuals is zero in both waves. 

Therefore, the change in mean health is decomposed into a part explained by the changes in 

the means of observed features, and a part that remains unexplained which is associated with 

 
35 Since the logarithm is a monotonic transformation of the original child health, this transformation should not alter 
the rankings and main decomposition results; in this way, the results would be perfectly comparable with those 
obtained for inequality. 
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unobserved aspects (the difference of the estimated constant terms, as in Buisman et al., 

2019).  

We start by establishing whether there is evidence of a trade-off between child health inequality 

and mean child health in our sample. Figure 6 shows a positive and significant cross-country 

correlation between the two changes for our set of 15 SSA countries; hence, we find evidence 

of a trade-off. Moreover, in most of the countries in the sample, inequality has decreased (as 

shown in Section 4.1) but our measure of mean health has also decreased (falling in 12 out of 

15 countries). While the evidence of trade-off is robust to the use of alternative measures of 

child health (i.e., using HAZ or unadjusted series, �̃�𝑖𝑐), the result of the mean health reduction 

is not.36 However, this last aspect does not modify our results on the existence of a trade-off 

or the decomposition. Details on the decomposition of the mean are available in the 

Supplementary Material G.  

Figure 6. Trade-off: changes in child health inequality (Gini index, annualized p.p.) and 
changes in mean child health (annualized, x100) 

 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Mean child health is the child height adjusted by age and gender (in logs), 

ln(𝐻𝑖𝑐). 

Comparing the two decompositions, what features seem to be behind this trade-off? Figure 7 

confronts the contribution of each set of factors to the change in mean health with those 

obtained for the change in health inequality. We first compare the contributions to change in 

both dimensions for unobserved features (top left graph) and observed features (top right 

 
36 For instance, if we use the HAZ or the transformed measure of height (not adjusted for age and gender) ln(�̃�𝑖𝑐), 
most countries show an increase in mean child health. However, when we adjust either of these measures for the 
age and gender structure of the country (using equation (1)), the resulting series indicates that the mean health has 
decreased in most countries (these results are available upon request). Therefore, although this is not the purpose 
of this paper, our results indicate that the increase in mean child health in SSA is due to a change in the distribution 
of children by age and gender between the first and second wave. 
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graph): we show a positive correlation in both cases, but the significance is clearly higher for 

the observed features. Therefore, although both aspects are associated with the existence of 

a mean-inequality trade-off, it is interesting to examine in detail the differences in the 

observable features (following graphs in Figure 7). Looking at the next two scatter plots 

(second row), a more conclusive result is obtained: within-regional features are behind the 

trade-off coming from the observed factors, while changes in between-regional factors do not 

seem to lead the trade-off observed in Figure 6 (the correlation is slightly negative, although 

not significant).  

Figure 7. Correlation between the contribution of the features to the change in mean child 
health (log-adjusted child height; annualized, x100) and child health inequality (Gini index, 
annualized p.p.) 
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Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Mean child health is the average child height adjusted by age and gender (in 

logs), ln(𝐻𝑖𝑐). See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

Finally, we focus on the four groups belonging to the within-regional features (last four graphs). 

Contributions of mother’s demography and family background seem to be driving the trade-off: 

while their changes harm child health inequality, they benefit mean health values. The 

correlation for the groups of family structure and home infrastructures is almost null: in both 

cases, we observe that in certain countries these characteristics have contributed to reducing 

inequality and increasing the mean, while in other countries we find the opposite. 

5. Conclusions 

Understanding the evolution of child health inequality and how a set of determinants contribute 

to its change is essential for laying the foundations for future success in life. Since health 

inequality begins at birth, and health inequality translates into inequalities in other dimensions 

of welfare (income, wealth, education), correcting it can have long-term positive consequences 

for the future opportunities of the population and subsequent regional development.  

 

BJ
BU

CM

ET

GN

LS

ML
MWNG

RW

SL

TZUG

ZM

ZW

y = 6.5069x - 0.0046
R² = 0.706

-0.4

-0.2

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

-0.06 -0.02 0.02 0.06 0.10

C
o
n
tr

ib
u
ti
o
n
 t

o
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 i
n
 

m
e
a
n
 c

h
ild

 h
e
a
lt
h
 (

a
n
n
u
a
liz

e
d
, 

x
1
0
0
.)

Contribution to change in explained child health 
inequality (Gini index, annualized p.p.)

Family background features

BJ
BU

CM

ET

GN

LS
ML

MW

NG

RWSL

TZ

UG

ZM

ZW

y = 58.767x + 0.0359
R² = 0.7348

-4.0

-3.0

-2.0

-1.0

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

-0.06 -0.04 -0.02 0.00 0.02 0.04 0.06

C
o
n
tr

ib
u
ti
o
n
 t

o
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 i
n
 

m
e
a
n
 c

h
ild

 h
e
a
lt
h
 (

a
n
n
u
a
liz

e
d
, 

x
1
0
0
.)

Contribution to change in explained child health 
inequality (Gini index, annualized p.p.)

Mother's demography features

BJBU
CM

ET

GN

LS

ML

MW

NG

RW

SL

TZ

UG

ZM

ZW

y = 1.6547x - 0.0002
R² = 0.0128

-0.4

-0.3

-0.2

-0.1

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

-0.03 -0.02 -0.01 0.00 0.01 0.02

C
o
n
tr

ib
u
ti
o
n
 t

o
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 i
n

m
e
a
n
 c

h
ild

 h
e
a
lt
h
 (

a
n
n
u
a
liz

e
d
, 

x
1
0
0
.)

Contribution to change in explained child health 
inequality (Gini index annualized p.p.)

Family structure features

BJ

BU

CM

ET

GN

LS

ML
MW

NG

RW

SL

TZ

UG

ZM

ZW

y = 2.8064x - 0.1614
R² = 0.0073

-2.0

-1.5

-1.0

-0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

-0.06 -0.04 -0.02 0.00 0.02 0.04

C
o
n
tr

ib
u
ti
o
n
 t

o
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 i
n
 

m
e
a
n
 c

h
ild

 h
e
a
lt
h
 (

a
n
n
u
a
liz

e
d
, 

x
1
0
0
.)

Contribution to change in explained child health 
inequality (Gini index, annualized p.p.)

Home infrastructures features

                            28 / 52



27 
 

Several studies have analyzed the factors explaining child health inequality in SSA in a specific 

period of time, although they have not investigated whether these factors contribute positively 

or negatively to the change in this inequality. This paper contributes to fill this gap in the 

literature. Using the information from the last two consecutive waves of the Demographic and 

Health Surveys (DHS), we first analyze recent changes in child health inequality in 15 SSA 

countries, covering the period 2008-2018. Second, we characterize the child health inequality 

explained by a set of observed features related to family background, mother’s demography, 

family structure, home infrastructures and geography, and calculate the contribution of each 

group of factors to the change in this inequality. Finally, we analyze the existence of a cross-

country trade-off between changes in child health inequality and changes in mean child health, 

looking for similarities in the features that contribute to the two changes.  

Using child height adjusted for age and gender as our measure of health, we show that child 

health inequality has decreased on average between the two waves, although we also find a 

notable inertia, since its evolution is strongly correlated with its past levels. Moreover, the part 

of inequality explained by our set of observed features is becoming more relevant.  

Next, we show that the unexplained part contributes to reducing inequality in most countries, 

while observed features contribute to its increase. Furthermore, the geographical features 

(between-regional factors) mostly contribute to reducing the explained health inequality, 

showing a negative but insignificant correlation with the changes in this inequality. In contrast, 

the within-regional factors tend to contribute positively, especially mother’s demography and 

family background. 

Finally, we find evidence of a trade-off between changes in child health inequality and mean 

child health: there is a positive correlation between the two changes for observed and 

unobserved factors. However, we find that mother’s demography and family background 

(within-regional factors) are behind the trade-off coming from the observed factors, and that 

their changes harm child health inequality but benefit mean child health. 

Therefore, our results indicate that actions aimed to enhance children's development should 

include equitable policies and programs that ensure that all children have access to the 

resources and opportunities they need to thrive. Thus, leveling factors affecting early-life or 

reducing their impact on health through the implementation of compensatory policies is 

necessary to reduce child health inequality and to equalize future opportunities for inclusive 

development in the region. Overall, given that our results are descriptive and based on 

regression and correlation analyses, they should be taken as potential lines of future 

exploration and not as policy recommendations. Furthermore, more country-specific studies 
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are needed to identify the factors behind changes in child health inequality in order to combat 

it inside a particular country, and avoid the generation of trade-offs between child health 

inequality and its mean levels. 
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A. Description of the observed factors and descriptive statistics 

 

Table A1. Description of the observed factors 

Factors Definition Categories 

Mother’s 
education 

Mother’s highest education level 
attended 

No education (omitted) 
Primary 
Secondary 
Higher 

Household 
wealth 

Composite measure (within country) 
of a household's cumulative living 
standard, using data of a household’s 
ownership of selected assets, such 
as televisions and bicycles; materials 
used for housing construction; and 
types of water access and sanitation 
facilities. This index is divided in five 
wealth quintiles 

Poorest (omitted) 
Poorer 
Middle  
Richer 
Richest 

Mother’s 
occupation 

Standardized mother’s occupation 
groups, based on women who are 
currently working or who have 
worked in the last 12 months 

Not working (omitted) 
Services-sales: sales, services 
Agriculture: agricultural employee, agricultural self-
employed (include fishermen, foresters and hunters) 
Others: professional/technical/managerial, clerical, 
household and domestic, skilled manual, unskilled 
manual, don’t know 

Mother’s 
height 

Mother’s height in centimeters Discrete variable: 100-200 centimeters 

Mother’s 
body mass 
index 

Mother’s weight in kilograms divided 
by the square of her height in meters 

Discrete variable: 14-50 

Mother’s 
age 

Mother’s age in years at childbirth Discrete variable: 11-49 years 

Offspring Total number of sons and daughters  Discrete variable: 0-16 children 

Birth order 
Order number in which the children 
were born 

First (omitted) 
Second 
Third (third order or more: 3-18) 

Type of 
childbirth 

Order number for each child of a 
multiple birth 

Single birth (omitted) 
First of multiple birth 
Second of multiple birth 

Source of 
drinking 
water 

Major source of drinking water for 
members of the household 

Unimproved (omitted): unprotected well, unprotected 
spring, river, dam, lake, ponds, stream, canal/irrigation 
channel 
Improved: piped water, piped into dwelling, piped to 
yard/plot, public tap/standpipe, tube well or borehole, 
protected well, protected spring, rainwater, tanker truck, 
cart with small tank, bottled water 

Type of 
toilet facility 

Type of toilet facility in the household 

Not have toilet facilities (omitted): no facility/bush/field 
Have toilet facilities: flush toilet, flush to piped sewer 
system, flush to septic tank, flush to pit latrine, flush to 
somewhere else, flush don't know where, pit toilet latrine, 
ventilated improved pit latrine (VIP), pit latrine with slab, 
pit latrine without slab/open pit, composting toilet, bucket 
toilet, hanging toilet/latrine, other 

Type of 
cooking fuel 

Type of cooking fuel in the household 

Non-solid (omitted): electricity, LPG, natural gas, biogas, 
kerosene 
Solid: coal, lignite, charcoal, wood, straw/shrubs/grass, 
agricultural crop, animal dung 

Region of 
residence 

De jure region of usual residence Country-specific (see Table A2 below for details) 

Place of 
residence 

De jure type of place of usual 
residence 

Urban (omitted) 
Rural 

Note: Constructed by the authors using information from the DHS. 
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Table A2. Regions by country 

Country Regions 

Benin 
Alibori, Atacora, Atlantique, Borgou, Collines, Couffo, Donga, Littoral, Mono, Oueme. 
Plateau, Zou 

Burundi Bujumbura Mairie, Nord, Centre-Est, Ouest, Sud 

Cameroon 
Adamaoua, Centre, Douala, Est,  Extreme-Nord, Littoral, Nord, Nord-Ouest, Ouest, 
Sud, Sud-Ouest, Yaounde 

Ethiopia 
Tigray, Afar, Amhara, Oromiya, Somali, Benishangul-Gumz, SNNP, Gambela, Harari, 
Addis-Ababa, Dire-Dawa 

Guinea Boke, Conakry, Faranah, Kankan, Kindia, Labe, Mamou, Nzerekore 

Lesotho 
Butha-Bothe, Leribe, Berea, Maseru, Mafeteng, Mohale-Hoek, Quthing, Qacha-Nek, 
Mokhotlong, Thaba-Tseka 

Mali Kayes, Koulikoro, Sikasso, Segou, Mopti, Bamako 

Malawi Northern, Central, Southern 

Nigeria North-Central, North-East, North-West, South-East, South-South, South-West 

Rwanda Kigaly City, South, West, North, East 

Sierra Leone Eastern, Northen, Southern, Western 

Tanzania 
Western, Norther, Central, Southern Highlands, Lake, Eastern, Southern, Zanzibar, 
South-West Highlands 

Uganda West Nile, Western, Southwest, Central 1, Central 2 Kampala, North, Karamoja, East 

Zambia 
Central, Copperbelt, Eastern, Luapula, Lusaka, Muchinga, Northern, North-Western, 
Southern, Western 

Zimbabwe 
Manicaland, Mashonaland-Central, Mashonaland-East, Mashonaland-West, 
Matabeleland-North, Matabeleland-South, Midlands, Masvingo, Harare, Bulawayo 

Note: Constructed by the authors using information from the DHS.  
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Table A3. Descriptive statistics of main observed factors 

ISO 
code 

Country 

Mothers with at 
least secondary 

education 
(%) 

Household in 
the richer and 
richest wealth 
index quintile 

(%) 

Mother’s 
height 
(cm) 

Number of 
offspring 

Improved 
source of 

drinking water 
(%) 

Rural 
(%) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

BJ Benin 11.56 15.99 38.39 37.93 159.6 158.7 3 3 76.50 67.14 60.23 61.38 

BU Burundi 6.07 10.70 37.74 35.67 155.3 155.3 4 4 74.54 82.10 91.87 90.86 

CM Cameroon 31.69 39.87 34.56 34.61 160.3 161.5 3 4 65.60 70.81 57.97 55.49 

ET Ethiopia 3.58 6.95 34.07 32.31 156.5 157.1 4 4 47.05 56.98 87.19 89.07 

GN Guinea 9.97 12.14 34.70 34.18 159.4 159.0 3 3 74.08 76.93 73.94 71.53 

LS Lesotho 41.16 52.45 38.32 38.69 157.0 157.3 2 2 74.63 81.70 76.85 70.30 

ML Mali 7.61 15.12 37.43 37.10 161.8 162.0 4 4 64.75 66.95 80.97 79.23 

MW Malawi 14.66 20.01 34.55 33.35 156.3 156.1 3 3 78.54 86.42 85.71 86.69 

NG Nigeria 31.38 38.40 34.37 34.36 158.3 158.2 4 4 61.52 69.25 65.07 61.62 

RW Rwanda 8.77 12.57 35.21 34.31 156.6 157.0 3 3 71.79 70.86 88.05 83.16 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

16.96 30.74 33.99 33.81 157.5 157.4 3 3 56.47 62.34 74.52 64.90 

TZ Tanzania 6.02 13.87 32.46 35.21 156.5 157.0 4 4 39.56 57.68 80.18 72.92 

UG Uganda 21.55 27.35 35.94 37.05 159.0 158.8 4 4 69.13 76.99 85.88 78.77 

ZM Zambia 32.56 38.60 32.19 33.84 - - 4 3 60.39 67.77 65.91 65.01 

ZW Zimbabwe 65.56 66.97 36.68 40.27 159.8 160.2 3 3 74.79 75.52 70.36 68.29 

Mean 20.61 26.78 35.38 35.51 158.2 158.3 3 3 65.96 71.30 76.31 73.28 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. See Table A1 (Supplementary Material A) for details on  the definition 
and categories of these factors. Sample design and sampling weights are used to estimate these statistics. Mean refers to the 
average value for all countries in each wave. Lesotho and Nigeria do not have mother’s occupation, and Zambia does not have 
mother’s height and mother’s BMI.  
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B. Child health inequality estimates for alternative inequality measures: MLD and log-
variance 
 
Table B1. Child health inequality estimates: total inequality, explained inequality and I-ratio 
(MLD, x100) 

ISO 
code 

Country 

Total child health inequality 
(x100) 

Explained child 
health inequality 

(x100) 

Child health I-ratio 
(x100) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized) 

BJ Benin 0.307 0.116 -0.032 0.010 0.015 0.0008 3.41 13.25 1.64 

BU Burundi 0.128 0.111 -0.002 0.019 0.024 0.0007 14.55 22.39 1.04 

CM Cameroon 0.173 0.197 0.003 0.027 0.028 0.0001 15.77 14.30 -0.21 

ET Ethiopia 0.166 0.186 0.004 0.014 0.015 0.0002 8.59 7.86 -0.15 

GN Guinea 0.196 0.223 0.005 0.022 0.011 -0.0018 11.01 5.02 -1.00 

LS Lesotho 0.145 0.121 -0.005 0.015 0.021 0.0012 10.29 17.32 1.41 

ML Mali 0.209 0.160 -0.010 0.015 0.021 0.0012 7.18 11.94 1.16 

MW Malawi 0.158 0.126 -0.005 0.014 0.014 0.0000 8.92 11.16 0.37 

NG Nigeria 0.243 0.169 -0.015 0.038 0.035 -0.0006 15.45 20.75 1.06 

RW Rwanda 0.124 0.129 0.001 0.019 0.021 0.0004 15.67 16.29 0.12 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

0.234 0.149 -0.014 0.013 0.01 -0.0005 5.70 7.00 0.21 

TZ Tanzania 0.132 0.129 -0.001 0.021 0.017 -0.0007 16.90 13.62 -0.45 

UG Uganda 0.152 0.136 -0.003 0.025 0.019 -0.0012 16.82 14.43 -0.57 

ZM Zambia 0.163 0.138 -0.006 0.008 0.006 -0.0005 4.90 4.40 -0.13 

ZW Zimbabwe 0.124 0.125 0.000 0.010 0.014 0.0010 7.70 10.91 0.80 

Mean 0.177 0.148 -0.005 0.018 0.018 0.0000 10.76 12.65 0.35 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Total child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure 
of child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐); explained child health inequality is the inequality in child height caused by 

differences in our set of factors, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐); and child health I-ratio is the share of the explained inequality over total health inequality, 

𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐)/𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Mean refers to the average value for all countries in each wave, and changes are annualized. 

Table B2. Child health inequality: total inequality, explained inequality and I-ratio (log-variance, 
x100)  

ISO 
code 

Country 

Total child health inequality 
(x100) 

Explained child  
health inequality 

(x100) 

Child health I-ratio 
(x100) 

DHS  
VI 

DHS  
VII 

Change 
(annualized) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

Change 
(annualized) 

BJ Benin 0.61 0.24 -0.063 0.021 0.031 0.0017 3.44 13.31 1.65 

BU Burundi 0.27 0.23 -0.005 0.05 0.053 0.0004 18.47 23.52 0.65 

CM Cameroon 0.34 0.39 0.007 0.052 0.052 0.0000 15.40 13.22 -0.31 

ET Ethiopia 0.36 0.37 0.004 0.039 0.038 -0.0002 11.05 10.09 -0.19 

GN Guinea 0.39 0.43 0.007 0.04 0.022 -0.0030 10.47 5.25 -0.87 

LS Lesotho 0.29 0.24 -0.010 0.031 0.043 0.0024 10.76 17.88 1.43 

ML Mali 0.43 0.31 -0.022 0.033 0.041 0.0016 7.85 11.38 1.07 

MW Malawi 0.32 0.25 -0.012 0.028 0.027 -0.0002 8.97 10.70 0.29 

NG Nigeria 0.47 0.34 -0.027 0.073 0.066 -0.0014 15.31 19.55 0.85 

RW Rwanda 0.25 0.26 0.002 0.041 0.044 0.0006 16.59 17.16 0.11 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

0.48 0.31 -0.029 0.027 0.022 -0.0008 5.74 7.11 0.22 

TZ Tanzania 0.27 0.26 -0.002 0.043 0.033 -0.0017 16.94 13.61 -0.54 

UG Uganda 0.30 0.27 -0.006 0.052 0.035 -0.0034 17.59 13.99 -0.88 

ZM Zambia 0.33 0.27 -0.014 0.016 0.013 -0.0008 4.79 4.67 -0.03 

ZW Zimbabwe 0.26 0.25 -0.002 0.019 0.029 0.0025 7.37 11.81 1.11 

Mean 0.36 0.29 -0.01 0.038 0.037 -0.0001 11.33 12.87 0.30 

Note: See note Table B1. 
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C. Mortality selection bias 

In this Supplementary Material, we summarize the results of two indirect ways to test a 

potential mortality selection bias in the results obtained for Benin, Mali, Nigeria, and Sierra 

Leone. Following Pérez-Mesa et al. (2022), we compare the changes in child health inequality 

with the changes in the proportion of children who died in each wave. Figure C1 shows the 

evolution of the child mortality rate in these countries between each wave (left graph), and the 

correlation between changes in the Gini index and changes in the mortality rate for the 

complete sample of SSA countries (right graph).37 No common trend in the mortality rates of 

these countries is observed, since it increased in Benin and Nigeria but decreased in Mali and 

Sierra Leone. Moreover, using our entire sample, there is a null correlation between changes 

in the Gini index and changes in the mortality rate between the two waves.  

Second, given that most deaths occur during the first year of life, we recalculate health 

inequality after removing children under 1 year old from our sample (Baker and Anttila-Hughes, 

2020; Li et al., 2021). Figure C2 shows that these countries present a fall in health inequality 

similar to the previous one (left graph), and that there is also a null correlation between 

changes in health inequality and changes in mortality rate (right graph). 

Hence, although these analyses are based on correlations, we interpret them as an indication 

that our previous result (the decrease in child health inequality) is not significantly affected by 

a mortality selection bias, hence it cannot explain the large decline in child health inequality in 

the four countries mentioned.38 Therefore, in general, the reduction in child health inequality 

must be due to changes in our set of features (the explained part of inequality) or in unobserved 

aspects captured by changes in the residual (the unexplained part). 

 

 

 

 

 
37 The mortality rate is constructed considering a series of deceased children (below 5 years old) from the DHS 
Children Recode module. Thus, dividing this series between the total number of children below 5 years old ever 
born (which is the sum of living and deceased children), we can measure the proportion of children who died in 

each country and wave.  
38 Nevertheless, we recognize that the cases of the large reduction in child health inequality in Benin and the great 
increase in the mortality rate in Nigeria deserve further investigation. However, a comprehensive analysis of these 
issues is beyond the scope of this paper. 
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Figure C1. Child mortality rate in DHS VI and VII (left graph, %), and correlation between 
changes in child health inequality and changes in the mortality rate in SSA (right graph; Gini 
index, annualized p.p.) (full sample) 

  

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). The mortality rate is the share of deceased children respect to the total number 

of children below 5 years old ever born. See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

Figure C2. Child health inequality inertia in SSA (left graph; Gini index, %), and correlation 
between changes in child health inequality and changes in the mortality rate in SSA (right 
graph; Gini index, annualized p.p.) (sample 1-5 years old) 

  
Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health inequality is the estimated inequality in our measure of 

child height adjusted by age and gender, 𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). Red dots represent the correlation between the two corresponding measures 

considering the total sample of countries; black dots show the correlation without the outliers mentioned in Section 4.1. Mortality 
rate is the share of deceased children respect to the total number of children below 5 years old ever born. See Table 1 for the 
meaning of the acronyms.  
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D. Estimates of the determinants of child height 

Table D1. OLS estimates of the determinants of child health by country and wave 

Variable/Country BJ 2012 BJ 2017-18 BU 2010 BU 2016-17 CM 2011 CM 2018 

Primary 0.00595** 0.00104 -0.00226 -0.00106 0.00430 0.00277 
 

(0.00302) (0.00180) (0.00205) (0.00133) (0.00389) (0.00389) 

Secondary 0.00111 0.00515*** 0.00917* -0.00239 0.00954** 0.00369 
 

(0.00427) (0.00192) (0.00535) (0.00290) (0.00428) (0.00398) 

Higher 0.00413 0.0117** 0.0283*** 0.0259*** 0.0156** 0.00340 
 

(0.0113) (0.00589) (0.0100) (0.00682) (0.00659) (0.00638) 

Poorer -0.000364 -0.000220 0.00898*** 0.00442** 0.00654 -0.00656 
 

(0.00330) (0.00239) (0.00278) (0.00208) (0.00464) (0.00422) 

Middle 0.00533 0.00358 0.00732** 0.00889*** 0.0130*** -0.00282 
 

(0.00376) (0.00287) (0.00297) (0.00210) (0.00415) (0.00497) 

Richer 0.00253 0.00292 0.0128*** 0.0137*** 0.0179*** 0.00167 
 (0.00450) (0.00283) (0.00317) (0.00203) (0.00496) (0.00585) 

Richest 0.00580 0.00709** 0.0156*** 0.0230*** 0.0239*** 0.00714 
 (0.00614) (0.00339) (0.00348) (0.00281) (0.00572) (0.00684) 

Services-sales 0.00518* -0.000913 -0.00542 -0.00568* -0.000494 -0.000823 
 (0.00302) (0.00260) (0.00501) (0.00334) (0.00294) (0.00327) 

Agriculture 0.00900** -0.00265 -0.00166 -0.00543** -0.00589* -0.00560 
 

(0.00356) (0.00299) (0.00383) (0.00275) (0.00335) (0.00351) 

Other jobs 0.00266 -0.00108 0.00463 0.000910 -0.000223 -0.00617 
 

(0.00379) (0.00277) (0.00616) (0.00372) (0.00289) (0.00381) 

Mother’s height 0.000987*** 0.00197*** 0.00185*** 0.00218*** 0.00176*** 0.00175*** 
 

(0.000168) (0.000130) (0.000149) (0.000114) (0.000191) (0.000199) 

Mother’s BMI 0.00586*** 0.00281** 0.000420 0.00309** 0.00417** 0.00316* 
 

(0.00185) (0.00118) (0.00155) (0.00133) (0.00164) (0.00169) 

Mother’s BMI2 -0.0000800** -0.0000332 0.0000346 -0.0000269 -0.0000584* -0.0000305 
 

(0.0000348) (0.0000219) (0.0000287) (0.0000275) (0.0000301) (0.0000288) 

Mother’s age 0.00164 0.00316*** -0.00186 0.00325*** 0.00308** 0.000375 
 (0.00156) (0.000941) (0.00113) (0.000926) (0.00121) (0.00129) 

Mother’s age2 -0.0000301 -0.0000422*** 0.0000365* -0.0000492*** -0.0000394* 0.00000213 
 (0.0000263) (0.0000155) (0.0000186) (0.0000149) (0.0000207) (0.0000228) 

Offspring -0.00112 -0.00118** -0.00143* -0.00124** -0.000267 0.000400 
 (0.000931) (0.000553) (0.000848) (0.000549) (0.00101) (0.00102) 

Second -0.0000441 -0.00106 -0.00143 -0.00255 -0.00682** -0.00407 
 (0.00363) (0.00221) (0.00286) (0.00200) (0.00264) (0.00318) 

Third -0.00153 -0.00288 -0.00401 -0.00731*** -0.00955*** -0.0103*** 
 

(0.00418) (0.00254) (0.00358) (0.00278) (0.00364) (0.00385) 

First multiple birth -0.0231*** -0.0372*** -0.0292*** -0.0323*** -0.0199** -0.0230*** 
 

(0.00609) (0.00463) (0.00849) (0.00503) (0.00804) (0.00668) 

Second multiple birth -0.0143** -0.0270*** -0.0182 -0.0424*** -0.0313*** -0.0209*** 
 

(0.00642) (0.00477) (0.0129) (0.00518) (0.00721) (0.00719) 

Drinking water 0.000123 0.00276 0.00148 0.0000366 0.00397 -0.00282 
 

(0.00294) (0.00193) (0.00215) (0.00187) (0.00285) (0.00320) 

Toilet facility 0.00126 -0.000639 -0.00328 0.0110** 0.000141 0.00594 
 

(0.00378) (0.00208) (0.00466) (0.00490) (0.00534) (0.00466) 

Cooking fuel -0.000898 -0.00796* -0.0149* 0.0204** -0.00511 -0.0107** 
 (0.00719) (0.00424) (0.00802) (0.0102) (0.00388) (0.00438) 

Rural -0.00157 -0.00311* -0.00269 -0.00613* 0.00645** -0.00397 
 (0.00321) (0.00176) (0.00350) (0.00330) (0.00294) (0.00365) 

Constant 4.174*** 4.028*** 4.171*** 3.958*** 4.058*** 4.116*** 
 (0.0426) (0.0293) (0.0326) (0.0314) (0.0354) (0.0460) 

       

N 6932 5953 3340 5939 4721 4186 

R2 0.034 0.134 0.145 0.217 0.158 0.143 
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Table D1. OLS estimates of the determinants of child health by country and wave (continued) 

Variable/Country ET 2011 ET 2016 GN 2012 GN 2018 LS 2009 LS 2014 

Primary -0.000173 0.00251 -0.00132 -0.00447 -0.00354 0.0169 
 (0.00219) (0.00256) (0.00403) (0.00458) (0.0113) (0.0134) 

Secondary 0.00927* 0.0135*** 0.00777 0.00106 0.00166 0.0233* 
 (0.00518) (0.00418) (0.00494) (0.00431) (0.0118) (0.0136) 

Higher 0.0254*** 0.0168*** 0.0156 0.00980 0.0229 0.0236 
 (0.00659) (0.00635) (0.0114) (0.00754) (0.0141) (0.0145) 

Poorer 0.00236 0.00473 -0.00710 0.00138 -0.00458 0.00961* 
 (0.00275) (0.00316) (0.00453) (0.00437) (0.00396) (0.00522) 

Middle 0.00596* 0.00974*** -0.00471 -0.00127 -0.00691 0.00242 
 (0.00341) (0.00346) (0.00436) (0.00415) (0.00522) (0.00589) 

Richer 0.00737** 0.00999*** -0.00207 0.00847 -0.00292 0.0176** 
 (0.00346) (0.00368) (0.00495) (0.00599) (0.00776) (0.00789) 

Richest 0.0176*** 0.0119*** 0.00531 0.00649 -0.00628 0.0345*** 
 (0.00553) (0.00454) (0.00855) (0.00714) (0.0101) (0.0120) 

Services-sales -0.00236 0.00175 0.00421 -0.00481   

 (0.00272) (0.00358) (0.00399) (0.00376)   

Agriculture 0.00148 -0.00119 0.00270 -0.00565   

 (0.00246) (0.00263) (0.00436) (0.00374)   

Other jobs -0.00405 -0.000253 0.00728 -0.00344   

 (0.00320) (0.00340) (0.00655) (0.00409)   

Mother’s height 0.00176*** 0.00168*** 0.00162*** 0.000788*** 0.00196*** 0.00172*** 
 (0.000171) (0.000158) (0.000206) (0.000243) (0.000302) (0.000249) 

Mother’s BMI -0.00324 -0.00348 0.00287 -0.000671 0.00221 0.00742*** 
 (0.00206) (0.00308) (0.00236) (0.00229) (0.00241) (0.00216) 

Mother’s BMI2 0.0000985** 0.0000989 -0.0000234 0.0000307 -0.0000265 -0.000114*** 
 (0.0000437) (0.0000648) (0.0000470) (0.0000426) (0.0000419) (0.0000367) 

Mother’s age -0.0000859 0.00182 0.00312** 0.00170 -0.000565 -0.000580 
 (0.00113) (0.00130) (0.00147) (0.00156) (0.00241) (0.00202) 

Mother’s age2 -0.00000440 -0.0000254 -0.0000506** -0.0000216 -0.00000318 0.0000326 
 (0.0000186) (0.0000212) (0.0000248) (0.0000249) (0.0000412) (0.0000344) 

Offspring 0.00375*** 0.000689 0.00121 -0.000576 0.000754 -0.00444*** 
 (0.000843) (0.000824) (0.00123) (0.00106) (0.00199) (0.00143) 

Second -0.00241 -0.00164 -0.00222 0.00271 -0.00128 0.000642 
 (0.00278) (0.00316) (0.00396) (0.00417) (0.00448) (0.00424) 

Third -0.00987*** -0.00126 -0.00489 -0.00367 0.00305 -0.00226 

 (0.00323) (0.00418) (0.00554) (0.00540) (0.00681) (0.00520) 

First multiple birth -0.0247** -0.0259*** -0.0394*** -0.0296*** -0.0252** -0.0303** 
 (0.0103) (0.00719) (0.00780) (0.00788) (0.0111) (0.0125) 

Second multiple birth -0.0346*** -0.0378*** -0.0413*** -0.0175 -0.0342*** -0.0264*** 
 (0.00612) (0.00764) (0.00900) (0.0109) (0.0115) (0.00741) 

Drinking water 0.000272 -0.00384 0.00348 0.00514 0.00398 -0.00726** 
 (0.00247) (0.00266) (0.00386) (0.00339) (0.00301) (0.00364) 

Toilet facility -0.00253 0.00556** 0.00343 0.00596 0.00942** -0.00479 
 (0.00197) (0.00266) (0.00426) (0.00524) (0.00427) (0.00449) 

Cooking fuel -0.000751 0.00254 -0.00652 0.00918 0.00197 0.0112 
 (0.00594) (0.00736) (0.0195) (0.0109) (0.00687) (0.00686) 

Rural -0.00265 0.00341 -0.00222 -0.00287 0.00199 -0.00130 
 (0.00568) (0.00605) (0.00464) (0.00549) (0.00599) (0.00527) 

Constant 4.201*** 4.179*** 4.125*** 4.263*** 4.110*** 4.024*** 
 (0.0375) (0.0481) (0.0514) (0.0536) (0.0629) (0.0522) 

       

N 9044 8503 2969 3316 1528 1228 

R2 0.086 0.079 0.111 0.050 0.104 0.173 
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Table D1. OLS estimates of the determinants of child health by country and wave (continued) 

Variable/Country ML 2012-13 ML 2018 MW 2010 MW 2015-16 NG 2013 NG 2018 

Primary 0.00177 0.0117*** 0.00215 0.00316 0.00129 0.00163 
 (0.00390) (0.00337) (0.00343) (0.00266) (0.00182) (0.00188) 

Secondary -0.00212 0.0125*** 0.00566 0.00454 0.00322 0.00732*** 
 (0.00439) (0.00307) (0.00492) (0.00341) (0.00203) (0.00205) 

Higher 0.0119 0.0315*** 0.0285* 0.0163* 0.0108*** 0.0150*** 
 (0.0130) (0.0117) (0.0151) (0.00833) (0.00326) (0.00301) 

Poorer 0.00218 0.00219 0.00858** 0.00367 0.00409* -0.000111 
 (0.00371) (0.00316) (0.00353) (0.00261) (0.00222) (0.00215) 

Middle 0.00367 0.00248 0.00592* 0.00632** 0.00680** 0.00625*** 
 (0.00384) (0.00341) (0.00326) (0.00254) (0.00272) (0.00242) 

Richer 0.00773* 0.0101*** 0.00824** 0.00815*** 0.0105*** 0.00807*** 
 (0.00463) (0.00378) (0.00357) (0.00302) (0.00265) (0.00298) 

Richest 0.0137** 0.0149*** 0.0139*** 0.0114*** 0.0184*** 0.0123*** 
 (0.00617) (0.00554) (0.00418) (0.00319) (0.00329) (0.00373) 

Services-sales -0.00338 -0.00126 -0.00179 0.00788*   

 (0.00300) (0.00258) (0.00355) (0.00407)   

Agriculture -0.00742** -0.00730*** -0.00235 -0.00107   

 (0.00351) (0.00254) (0.00293) (0.00200)   

Other jobs 0.00162 -0.00688 0.00278 -0.00132   

 (0.00385) (0.00924) (0.00382) (0.00253)   

Mother’s height 0.00118*** 0.00168*** 0.00197*** 0.00201*** 0.00153*** 0.00164*** 
 (0.000187) (0.000169) (0.000168) (0.000165) (0.0000962) (0.000106) 

Mother’s BMI 0.00225 0.00473*** 0.00312 0.00294 0.00169** 0.00158* 
 (0.00167) (0.00153) (0.00238) (0.00190) (0.000849) (0.000857) 

Mother’s BMI2 -0.00000697 -0.0000596** -0.0000341 -0.0000370 -0.0000119 -0.00000745 
 (0.0000323) (0.0000277) (0.0000486) (0.0000371) (0.0000161) (0.0000152) 

Mother’s age 0.00288* 0.00118 0.00298** 0.00501*** 0.00151** 0.00315*** 
 (0.00150) (0.00136) (0.00138) (0.00126) (0.000628) (0.000819) 

Mother’s age2 -0.0000473* -0.0000267 -0.0000493** -0.0000820*** -0.0000233** -0.0000494*** 
 (0.0000254) (0.0000230) (0.0000226) (0.0000210) (0.0000104) (0.0000134) 

Offspring 0.000535 0.00199** 0.000856 -0.0000840 0.000179 0.000178 
 (0.000896) (0.000858) (0.000955) (0.000894) (0.000436) (0.000568) 

Second -0.00632 -0.000622 0.00187 -0.00169 -0.000179 -0.00307 
 (0.00418) (0.00368) (0.00378) (0.00274) (0.00162) (0.00193) 

Third -0.00750 0.0000362 -0.00103 -0.00442 -0.00518*** -0.00808*** 

 (0.00475) (0.00445) (0.00461) (0.00382) (0.00181) (0.00229) 

First multiple birth -0.0244*** -0.0270*** -0.0551*** -0.0265*** -0.0176*** -0.0221*** 
 (0.00865) (0.00784) (0.00865) (0.00589) (0.00431) (0.00422) 

Second multiple birth -0.0252*** -0.0233*** -0.0337*** -0.0300*** -0.0209*** -0.0269*** 
 (0.00860) (0.00720) (0.00679) (0.00603) (0.00455) (0.00486) 

Drinking water 0.00404 0.00438* 0.00149 -0.000454 0.000666 0.000656 
 (0.00288) (0.00249) (0.00294) (0.00250) (0.00169) (0.00172) 

Toilet facility 0.00609 -0.00114 -0.000710 -0.00292 0.00209 -0.00417** 
 (0.00474) (0.00469) (0.00345) (0.00317) (0.00185) (0.00204) 

Cooking fuel 0.0129 -0.0110 0.0159 -0.0307*** -0.000142 -0.00518** 
 (0.0306) (0.00948) (0.0127) (0.0116) (0.00232) (0.00230) 

Rural -0.00788 0.00641 0.00157 0.00216 -0.00135 -0.00140 
 (0.00595) (0.00573) (0.00370) (0.00311) (0.00184) (0.00169) 

Constant 4.177*** 4.069*** 4.017*** 4.025*** 4.176*** 4.112*** 
 (0.0533) (0.0397) (0.0442) (0.0407) (0.0212) (0.0248) 

       

N 4115 3294 4408 5042 23184 10890 

R2 0.072 0.132 0.091 0.113 0.155 0.208 
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Table D1. OLS estimates of the determinants of child health by country and wave (continued) 

Variable/Country RW 2010 RW 2014-15 SL 2013 SL 2019 TZ 2010 TZ 2015-2016 

Primary 0.00228 0.00313 -0.00512 0.00638** -0.000240 0.000902 
 (0.00217) (0.00262) (0.00377) (0.00283) (0.00242) (0.00179) 

Secondary 0.0133*** 0.00974** -0.00173 0.00498* 0.00643* 0.00362 
 (0.00385) (0.00408) (0.00400) (0.00293) (0.00388) (0.00273) 

Higher 0.0305*** 0.0257*** 0.0310* 0.0121* 0.0411*** 0.0150** 
 (0.00940) (0.00695) (0.0177) (0.00686) (0.0111) (0.00739) 

Poorer 0.00353 0.00202 -0.00394 0.000360 0.00397 0.00160 
 (0.00248) (0.00233) (0.00393) (0.00272) (0.00311) (0.00201) 

Middle 0.00849*** 0.00784*** -0.00113 0.00222 0.00728** 0.00258 
 (0.00265) (0.00273) (0.00395) (0.00312) (0.00287) (0.00211) 

Richer 0.0112*** 0.0116*** 0.00191 0.00702 0.00903*** 0.00862*** 
 (0.00275) (0.00275) (0.00494) (0.00466) (0.00332) (0.00239) 

Richest 0.0190*** 0.0148*** 0.00344 0.0104* 0.0163*** 0.0150*** 
 (0.00363) (0.00419) (0.00654) (0.00604) (0.00465) (0.00357) 

Services-sales 0.00122 0.00259 0.00572 0.00656** 0.00872 0.00662 
 (0.00456) (0.00416) (0.0103) (0.00321) (0.00603) (0.00519) 

Agriculture 0.00220 0.00627* -0.000294 0.000995 -0.00206 -0.00223 
 (0.00330) (0.00356) (0.00396) (0.00299) (0.00284) (0.00241) 

Other jobs 0.00921** 0.00283 -0.000489 -0.00900 0.00225 0.000392 
 (0.00429) (0.00487) (0.00410) (0.00612) (0.00321) (0.00238) 

Mother’s height 0.00197*** 0.00197*** 0.00167*** 0.00139*** 0.00235*** 0.00210*** 
 (0.000145) (0.000149) (0.000210) (0.000180) (0.000147) (0.000110) 

Mother’s BMI 0.00159 0.00326 0.00226 0.00383*** 0.00483*** 0.00339*** 
 (0.00224) (0.00264) (0.00244) (0.00148) (0.00182) (0.00106) 

Mother’s BMI2 -0.00000317 -0.0000380 -0.0000252 -0.0000510* -0.0000724** -0.0000392* 
 (0.0000460) (0.0000522) (0.0000481) (0.0000275) (0.0000364) (0.0000204) 

Mother’s age 0.00196* 0.00173 0.00233 0.00280** 0.00281*** 0.00251*** 
 (0.00117) (0.00123) (0.00153) (0.00113) (0.000957) (0.000902) 

Mother’s age2 -0.0000300 -0.0000232 -0.0000355 -0.0000324* -0.0000491*** -0.0000422*** 
 (0.0000189) (0.0000202) (0.0000249) (0.0000188) (0.0000158) (0.0000149) 

Offspring -0.000618 -0.000667 -0.000173 0.000226 -0.000104 -0.000182 
 (0.000697) (0.000886) (0.00106) (0.000874) (0.000678) (0.000558) 

Second -0.00389* -0.00202 -0.00548 -0.00518 -0.00346 0.000993 
 (0.00218) (0.00232) (0.00419) (0.00317) (0.00250) (0.00199) 

Third -0.00859*** -0.00643** -0.00450 -0.00994*** -0.00218 0.00121 

 (0.00291) (0.00314) (0.00511) (0.00384) (0.00310) (0.00266) 

First multiple birth -0.0285*** -0.0285*** -0.0177** -0.0242*** -0.0327*** -0.0204*** 
 (0.00917) (0.00858) (0.00866) (0.00778) (0.00750) (0.00455) 

Second multiple birth -0.0228*** -0.0303*** -0.0383*** -0.0285*** -0.0327*** -0.0237*** 
 (0.00793) (0.00743) (0.00810) (0.00716) (0.00638) (0.00441) 

Drinking water 0.00180 0.00471** 0.00118 -0.000590 0.00168 -0.000681 
 (0.00191) (0.00213) (0.00305) (0.00211) (0.00216) (0.00153) 

Toilet facility -0.00197 0.00805 0.000359 -0.00270 -0.000717 -0.00505** 
 (0.00800) (0.00494) (0.00351) (0.00270) (0.00292) (0.00227) 

Cooking fuel 0.0180* 0.0178* 0.0819*** -0.00317 -0.0128** -0.00842** 
 (0.00938) (0.00963) (0.0190) (0.0120) (0.00551) (0.00424) 

Rural -0.00587 -0.00439 -0.00612 -0.00363 0.00175 0.000808 
 (0.00370) (0.00347) (0.00444) (0.00384) (0.00314) (0.00243) 

Constant 4.054*** 4.034*** 4.030*** 4.114*** 3.970*** 4.035*** 
 (0.0424) (0.0471) (0.0561) (0.0405) (0.0359) (0.0250) 

       

N 3977 3481 3843 4002 4950 8544 

R2 0.157 0.163 0.058 0.070 0.157 0.130 
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Table D1. OLS estimates of the determinants of child health by country and wave (continued) 

Variable/Country UG 2011 UG 2016 ZM 2013-2014 ZM 2018 ZW 2010-11 ZW 2015 

Primary 0.00375 0.00152 0.00257 -0.000712 0.00727 0.00737 
 (0.00495) (0.00344) (0.00228) (0.00272) (0.00612) (0.00805) 

Secondary 0.00636 0.00458 0.00535** 0.00290 0.00751 0.00835 
 (0.00690) (0.00405) (0.00254) (0.00289) (0.00627) (0.00830) 

Higher 0.0306** 0.0116** 0.0138** 0.0131** 0.0165* 0.0208** 
 (0.0143) (0.00574) (0.00558) (0.00517) (0.00869) (0.00931) 

Poorer 0.000289 0.00270 0.00642*** 0.00199 0.00310 0.00110 
 (0.00535) (0.00293) (0.00184) (0.00178) (0.00256) (0.00281) 

Middle -0.00827 0.00316 0.00707*** 0.00508** -0.000931 0.00178 
 (0.00678) (0.00278) (0.00207) (0.00219) (0.00332) (0.00313) 

Richer 0.00904 0.00285 0.0124*** 0.00683** 0.00496 0.00160 
 (0.00653) (0.00303) (0.00267) (0.00294) (0.00353) (0.00408) 

Richest 0.00662 0.0137*** 0.0176*** 0.0149*** 0.00779* 0.00660 
 (0.00804) (0.00431) (0.00391) (0.00384) (0.00453) (0.00496) 

Services-sales 0.00445 0.00148 0.00121 0.00305 0.00165 -0.00202 
 (0.00485) (0.00339) (0.00208) (0.00221) (0.00238) (0.00236) 

Agriculture 0.00147 -0.00238 0.000481 0.000890 -0.00122 -0.00253 
 (0.00395) (0.00274) (0.00176) (0.00176) (0.00294) (0.00281) 

Other jobs -0.0284* 0.000719 0.00202 0.00122 0.000324 0.000857 
 (0.0157) (0.00289) (0.00378) (0.00289) (0.00256) (0.00259) 

Mother’s height 0.00239*** 0.00218***   0.00184*** 0.00203*** 
 (0.000249) (0.000170)   (0.000139) (0.000141) 

Mother’s BMI -0.00380 0.00144   0.00279* 0.00326** 
 (0.00408) (0.00140)   (0.00153) (0.00126) 

Mother’s BMI2 0.000102 0.00000240   -0.0000331 -0.0000400* 
 (0.0000841) (0.0000257)   (0.0000292) (0.0000226) 

Mother’s age 0.00131 0.00306** 0.00339*** 0.00146* 0.00239** 0.000612 
 (0.00194) (0.00129) (0.000932) (0.000851) (0.00114) (0.00116) 

Mother’s age2 0.0000113 -0.0000472** -0.0000429*** -0.0000185 -0.0000368* -0.00000475 
 (0.0000331) (0.0000217) (0.0000155) (0.0000146) (0.0000194) (0.0000196) 

Offspring -0.00405*** 0.00146** -0.000429 -0.000642 0.000281 -0.00262*** 
 (0.00119) (0.000730) (0.000594) (0.000731) (0.00104) (0.00100) 

Second 0.00579 0.00106 -0.00263 0.00134 -0.00299 0.00160 
 (0.00421) (0.00280) (0.00238) (0.00253) (0.00267) (0.00270) 

Third 0.00584 -0.00980*** -0.00733** 0.00186 -0.00949*** 0.00273 

 (0.00545) (0.00354) (0.00286) (0.00301) (0.00355) (0.00333) 

First multiple birth -0.0184* -0.0224*** -0.0258*** -0.0268*** -0.0295*** -0.0199*** 
 (0.00969) (0.00598) (0.00656) (0.00473) (0.00766) (0.00714) 

Second multiple birth -0.0392*** -0.0193*** -0.0242*** -0.0278*** -0.0226** -0.0245*** 
 (0.0132) (0.00621) (0.00624) (0.00487) (0.00973) (0.00627) 

Drinking water 0.00527 0.000496 0.00233 0.00165 0.000980 -0.00408* 
 (0.00425) (0.00232) (0.00157) (0.00184) (0.00217) (0.00241) 

Toilet facility -0.00279 0.00204 -0.000585 0.000818 -0.00306 0.00260 
 (0.00614) (0.00345) (0.00198) (0.00197) (0.00236) (0.00244) 

Cooking fuel 0.00903 -0.00164 -0.0117*** -0.00915** 0.00406 -0.00651* 
 (0.0222) (0.00751) (0.00371) (0.00395) (0.00360) (0.00339) 

Rural -0.00706 0.00139 0.00418* 0.00458* -0.00270 0.00309 
 (0.00595) (0.00319) (0.00228) (0.00243) (0.00365) (0.00342) 

Constant 4.054*** 4.031*** 4.401*** 4.410*** 4.074*** 4.055*** 
 (0.0685) (0.0395) (0.0135) (0.0122) (0.0338) (0.0338) 

       

N 1826 4265 10929 8478 4127 4696 

R2 0.164 0.138 0.049 0.044 0.077 0.109 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms.  
The estimates of dummy regions mentioned in Table A2 are not shown for space reasons. 
Standard errors in parentheses. * p<0.1, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01. 
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E. Child health inequality inertia: results using the Gini index 

Figure E1. Explained child health inequality inertia in SSA (Gini index, %) 

 
Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Explained child health inequality is the inequality in child height caused 

by differences in our set of factors, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐). See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 

Figure E2. Child health I-ratio inertia in SSA (Gini index, %) 

 
Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. Child health I-ratio is the share of the explained inequality over total 

health inequality, 𝐼(�̂�𝑖𝑐)/𝐼(𝐻𝑖𝑐). See Table 1 for the meaning of the acronyms. 
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F. Relative factor inequality weight of the explained and unexplained part of child health 

inequality in SSA (%) 

Table F1. Relative factor inequality weights of the explained and unexplained parts of child 
health inequality in SSA (%) 

ISO code Country 

(a) 
Share in total 

inequality of the 
Explained part  

(%) 

(b) 
Share in total 

inequality of the 
Unexplained part  

(%) 

Disaggregating the share of the Explained part 
into their broad components: 

 (a) = (c)+(d) 

(c) 
Between- 

geographical 
feature 

(%) 

(d) 
Within-geographical 

feature 
(%) 

DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII 

BJ Benin 3.43 13.40 96.57 86.60 1.14 0.85 2.28 12.55 

BU Burundi 14.46 21.75 85.54 78.25 2.51 2.14 11.95 19.61 

CM Cameroon 15.83 14.25 84.17 85.75 0.71 3.70 15.12 10.56 

ET Ethiopia 8.64 7.92 91.37 92.08 1.29 1.63 7.35 6.29 

GN Guinea 11.13 5.04 88.88 94.96 2.54 1.41 8.59 3.63 

LS Lesotho* 10.37 17.33 89.63 82.67 1.30 1.36 9.07 15.97 

ML Mali 7.21 13.22 92.79 86.78 1.28 0.50 5.93 12.72 

MW Malawi 9.09 11.28 90.91 88.72 -0.05 -0.13 9.14 11.41 

NG Nigeria* 15.48 20.75 84.52 79.25 7.65 6.81 7.84 13.95 

RW Rwanda 15.67 16.28 84.34 83.72 1.67 2.10 14.00 14.18 

SL Sierra Leone 5.80 6.98 94.20 93.02 1.19 0.43 4.61 6.55 

TZ Tanzania 15.71 13.00 84.29 87.01 1.64 1.23 14.07 11.77 

UG Uganda 16.40 13.79 83.60 86.21 2.46 0.68 13.94 13.11 

ZM Zambia* 4.92 4.41 95.08 95.59 0.50 0.82 4.42 3.60 

ZW Zimbabwe 7.71 10.92 92.29 89.08 0.26 -0.02 7.45 10.94 

Mean 10.79 12.69 89.21 87.31 1.74 1.57 9.05 11.12 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. In the rows, our sample of countries; in the columns, the explained 
and unexplained part of child health inequality, distinguishing the former into between- and within-features. The explained and 
unexplained parts add up 100, while the between- and within-features add up the explained part. Positive (negative) relative factor 
weight means that it contributes to increasing (reducing) inequality.  
* Lesotho and Nigeria do not contain information on “mother’s occupation” in family background, and Zambia does have mother’s 
height and mother’s BMI in mother’s demography.  
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Table F2. Relative factor inequality weights of the explained part of child health inequality in 
SSA, by groups of factors (%) 

ISO 
code 

Country 

(a) 
Family 

background 
(%) 

(b) 
Mother’s 

demography 
(%) 

(c) 
Family 

structure 
(%) 

(d) 
Home 

infrastructures 
(%) 

(e) 
Geography 

(%) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

BJ Benin 14.69 11.35 39.96 64.86 10.74 14.81 1.29 2.66 33.32 6.32 

BU Burundi 25.43 29.23 51.79 51.17 5.08 8.65 0.32 1.09 17.38 9.86 

CM Cameroon 41.25 17.95 41.15 40.94 6.19 4.51 6.94 10.65 4.47 25.95 

ET Ethiopia 20.98 18.00 50.26 49.15 14.57 8.24 -0.71 4.01 14.90 20.60 

GN Guinea 16.89 21.60 43.88 28.51 13.11 10.62 3.37 11.03 22.75 28.24 

LS Lesotho* 10.31 42.10 59.74 50.80 5.36 9.18 12.05 -9.94 12.55 7.86 

ML Mali 23.71 39.42 45.52 49.04 5.33 3.79 7.80 4.02 17.64 3.73 

MW Malawi 15.81 17.33 63.80 68.13 20.94 7.65 -0.02 7.95 -0.53 -1.06 

NG Nigeria 21.75 24.89 26.48 32.65 1.82 4.31 0.57 5.35 49.38 32.79 

RW Rwanda 33.04 25.23 46.99 50.43 8.69 7.49 0.66 3.92 10.62 12.93 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

13.97 24.65 54.28 58.68 10.38 12.14 0.87 -1.54 20.50 6.07 

TZ Tanzania 21.87 21.75 57.34 63.73 6.74 3.59 3.55 1.49 10.50 9.44 

UG Uganda 17.62 17.86 63.55 70.87 1.41 5.97 2.40 0.43 15.02 4.87 

ZM Zambia* 44.86 44.81 15.03 7.56 11.40 16.04 18.59 13.09 10.12 18.51 

ZW Zimbabwe 9.66 13.62 79.87 73.30 9.60 6.72 -2.44 6.52 3.31 -0.16 

Mean 22.12 24.65 49.31 50.65 8.76 8.25 3.68 4.05 16.13 12.40 

Note: Construct by the authors using data from the DHS. In the rows, our sample of countries; in the columns, the groups of 
factors explaining child health inequality. The groups of factors add up 100, where the within-feature is the sum of (a), (b), (c), and 
(d), and the between-component is (e). Positive (negative) relative factor weight means that it contributes to increasing (reducing) 
inequality.  
* Lesotho and Nigeria do not contain information on “mother’s occupation” in family background, and Zambia does have mother’s 

height and mother’s BMI in mother’s demography. 

Table F3. Relative factor inequality weight of the explained part of child health inequality in 
SSA, by individual factors (%) 

ISO 
code 

Country 

Mother’s 
education 

(%) 

Household 
wealth 

(%) 

Mother’s 
occupation 

(%) 

Mother’s height 
(%) 

Mother’s BMI 
(%) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

BJ Benin 4.11 4.08 5.56 6.38 5.02 0.90 17.08 47.31 21.49 11.40 

BU Burundi 9.27 2.36 14.41 23.67 1.75 3.20 37.23 39.13 14.23 11.02 

CM Cameroon 10.89 3.00 25.75 10.86 4.62 4.09 24.13 20.17 11.64 18.67 

ET Ethiopia 6.45 6.97 15.68 9.87 -1.15 1.16 43.81 41.72 7.02 5.24 

GN Guinea 4.35 3.43 10.54 14.88 1.99 3.29 27.53 14.42 12.69 11.17 

LS Lesotho* 12.91 7.21 -2.60 34.89 - - 49.18 26.44 7.41 14.37 

ML Mali 1.11 16.58 18.05 17.19 4.55 5.65 20.91 29.13 21.75 19.04 

MW Malawi 3.66 5.41 10.59 10.01 1.56 1.91 52.33 51.83 7.92 7.17 

NG Nigeria 5.95 12.62 15.80 12.27 - - 17.56 18.79 7.51 10.86 

RW Rwanda 11.18 10.64 19.26 17.43 2.61 -2.84 41.50 40.79 5.60 9.32 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

6.42 5.21 6.50 12.85 1.05 6.59 46.74 34.05 5.34 13.82 

TZ Tanzania 4.38 3.22 12.88 15.01 4.61 3.52 47.86 47.03 7.49 14.15 

UG Uganda 6.97 5.50 10.17 10.61 0.48 1.75 41.64 53.92 5.58 13.39 

ZM Zambia* 11.68 14.77 31.90 28.21 1.28 1.82 - - - - 

ZW Zimbabwe 2.83 7.24 6.15 5.38 0.68 0.99 67.73 60.49 9.53 10.99 

Mean 6.81 7.22 13.38 15.30 2.23 2.46 38.23 37.52 10.37 12.99 
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Table F3. Relative factor inequality weight of the explained part of child health inequality in 
SSA by individual factors (%) (continued) 

ISO 
code 

Country 

Mother’s age 
(%) 

Offspring 
(%) 

Birth order 
(%) 

Childbirth 
(%) 

Drinking water 
(%) 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

DHS 
VI 

DHS 
VII 

BJ Benin 1.39 6.16 2.24 0.87 0.50 -0.02 8.00 13.96 0.04 1.37 

BU Burundi 0.34 1.02 1.11 1.30 1.35 1.89 2.62 5.45 0.42 0.01 

CM Cameroon 5.37 2.11 0.28 -0.51 2.20 2.78 3.72 2.23 3.23 -1.65 

ET Ethiopia -0.57 2.19 8.29 0.93 1.57 0.00 4.71 7.31 0.13 -0.78 

GN Guinea 3.66 2.92 0.18 0.55 -0.14 2.16 13.07 7.91 1.69 5.73 

LS Lesotho* 3.15 9.98 -1.40 4.44 -0.96 0.29 7.72 4.45 2.32 -0.31 

ML Mali 2.86 0.87 0.08 -0.21 0.68 -0.02 4.57 4.03 4.43 3.88 

MW Malawi 3.55 9.13 0.66 0.02 -0.08 -0.38 20.36 8.01 0.51 -0.09 

NG Nigeria 1.42 3.00 -0.17 -0.31 1.41 2.69 0.58 1.93 0.38 0.38 

RW Rwanda -0.11 0.33 1.03 0.69 3.74 1.89 3.92 4.91 0.75 2.35 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

2.20 10.81 0.13 -0.08 1.54 1.76 8.71 10.45 0.45 -0.45 

TZ Tanzania 1.99 2.55 0.12 0.18 0.31 0.03 6.30 3.38 1.29 -0.35 

UG Uganda 16.33 3.57 -1.66 1.23 0.66 1.35 2.41 3.39 2.81 0.20 

ZM Zambia* 15.03 7.56 0.51 0.40 1.24 0.59 9.66 15.05 3.66 2.03 

ZW Zimbabwe 2.61 1.83 -0.31 3.08 2.91 -0.02 7.00 3.66 0.37 -0.97 

Mean 3.95 4.27 0.74 0.84 1.13 1.00 6.89 6.41 1.50 0.76 

 
 

Table F3. Relative factor inequality weight of the explained part of child health inequality in 
SSA by individual factors (%) (continued) 

ISO code Country 

Toilet facilities 
(%) 

Cooking fuel 
(%) 

Region of residence 
(%) 

Place of residence 
(%) 

DHS VI DHS VII 
DHS 

VI 
DHS 
VII 

DHS VI DHS VII DHS VI DHS VII 

BJ Benin 1.12 -0.47 0.13 1.75 32.50 3.96 0.82 2.35 

BU Burundi -0.21 0.91 0.11 0.18 15.51 4.96 1.86 4.09 

CM Cameroon 0.03 1.55 3.67 10.76 11.35 21.34 -6.88 4.60 

ET Ethiopia -0.92 5.36 0.08 -0.57 13.02 22.08 1.88 -1.48 

GN Guinea 1.59 5.47 0.10 -0.17 20.17 22.94 2.58 5.30 

LS Lesotho* 11.20 -2.19 -1.48 -7.44 13.57 7.14 -1.03 0.72 

ML Mali 3.57 -0.16 -0.20 0.31 6.64 7.11 11.00 -5.63 

MW Malawi -0.13 -0.19 -0.40 8.23 0.04 0.36 -0.57 -1.42 

NG Nigeria 0.08 0.20 0.11 4.77 48.32 31.60 1.05 1.20 

RW Rwanda -0.04 1.60 -0.05 -0.04 6.58 9.13 4.03 3.80 

SL Sierra Leone 0.16 -1.15 0.26 0.05 13.08 2.24 7.42 5.18 

TZ Tanzania -0.07 0.05 2.34 1.79 13.09 13.11 -1.31 -0.71 

UG Uganda -0.09 0.20 -0.32 0.04 9.32 4.81 3.93 -0.63 

ZM Zambia* -0.34 0.13 15.26 10.93 16.93 25.27 -6.81 -6.75 

ZW Zimbabwe -0.40 1.44 -2.40 6.05 1.60 2.13 1.70 -2.29 

Mean 1.04 0.85 1.15 2.44 14.78 11.88 1.31 0.56 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. In the rows, our sample of countries; in the columns, the groups of 
factors explaining child health inequality. Each row adds up 100. Positive (negative) relative factor weight means that it contributes 
to increasing (reducing) inequality. Family background: mother’s education, household wealth and mother’s occupation. Mother’s 
demography: mother’s height, mother’s BMI and mother’s age. Family structure: offspring, birth order and childbirth. Home 
infrastructures: drinking water, toilet facilities and cooking fuel. Geography: region of residence, place of residence. 
* Lesotho and Nigeria do not contain information on “mother’s occupation” in family background, and Zambia does have mother’s 

height and mother’s BMI in mother’s demography. 
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G. Decomposition of changes in mean child health  

Table G1. Contribution of the explained and unexplained parts to the change in mean child 
health (log-adjusted child height; annualized, x100) 

ISO 
code 

Country 
Change in mean 

child health 
(x100) 

(a) 
Contribution of the 

Explained part  
(x100) 

(b) 
Contribution of the 
Unexplained part  

(x100) 

Disaggregating the contribution 
of the Explained part into their 

broad components: 
(a) = (c)+(d) 

(c) 
Between- 

geographical 
feature 
(x100) 

(d) 
Within-

geographical 
feature 
(x100) 

BJ Benin -0.46 1.97 -2.43 -0.17 2.14 

BU Burundi -0.17 2.87 -3.04 0.10 2.77 

CM Cameroon -0.25 -1.09 0.84 -0.21 -0.88 

ET Ethiopia -0.05 0.39 -0.44 -0.03 0.42 

GN Guinea -0.45 -2.76 2.31 0.35 -3.11 

LS Lesotho* -0.13 1.61 -1.74 0.13 1.48 

ML Mali -0.45 1.71 -2.16 0.41 1.30 

MW Malawi -0.25 -0.39 0.14 0.03 -0.42 

NG Nigeria* -0.67 0.61 -1.28 -0.03 0.64 

RW Rwanda 0.23 0.63 -0.40 -0.10 0.73 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

-0.22 -1.62 1.40 -0.15 -1.47 

TZ Tanzania 0.14 -0.94 1.08 -0.03 -0.91 

UG Uganda 0.21 0.67 -0.46 -0.08 0.75 

ZM Zambia* -0.69 -0.92 0.23 -0.19 -0.73 

ZW Zimbabwe -0.22 0.24 -0.46 0.12 0.12 

Note: Constructed by the authors using data from the DHS. In the rows, our sample of countries; in the columns, the changes in 
mean child health, and the explained and unexplained part of mean health, distinguishing the former into between- and within-
features. The explained and unexplained parts add up mean child health, while the between- and within-features add up the 
explained part. Positive (negative) contributions mean that it contribute to increasing (reducing) mean health.  
* Lesotho and Nigeria do not contain information on “mother’s occupation” in family background, and Zambia does have mother’s 
height and mother’s BMI in mother’s demography.  
 

Table G1. Contribution of the explained part to the change in mean child health (log-adjusted 
child height; annualized, x100) 

ISO code Country 

(a) 
Family 

background 
(%) 

(b) 
Mother’s 

demography 
(%) 

(c) 
Family 

structure 
(%) 

(d) 
Home 

infrastructures 
(%) 

(e) 
Geography 

(%) 

BJ Benin -0.09 2.36 -0.03 -0.10 -0.17 

BU Burundi -0.04 2.15 -0.03 0.69 0.10 

CM Cameroon -0.22 -0.65 0.04 -0.05 -0.21 

ET Ethiopia 0.05 0.37 -0.12 0.12 -0.03 

GN Guinea -0.04 -3.33 -0.06 0.32 0.35 

LS Lesotho* 0.73 1.26 -0.28 -0.23 0.13 

ML Mali 0.05 1.62 0.23 -0.60 0.41 

MW Malawi -0.01 0.51 -0.09 -0.83 0.03 

NG Nigeria 0.01 0.85 -0.05 -0.17 -0.03 

RW Rwanda 0.05 0.41 0.04 0.23 -0.10 

SL 
Sierra 
Leone 

0.15 -0.12 -0.03 -1.47 -0.15 

TZ Tanzania -0.03 -0.92 0.05 -0.01 -0.03 

UG Uganda -0.01 0.72 0.23 -0.19 -0.08 

ZM Zambia* -0.12 -0.83 0.14 0.08 -0.19 

ZW Zimbabwe -0.01 0.37 -0.04 -0.20 0.12 

Note: Construct by the authors using data from the DHS. In the rows, our sample of countries; in the columns, the groups of 
factors explaining child health. The groups of factors add up the explained part, where the within-feature is the sum of (a), (b), (c), 
and (d), and the between-component is (e). Positive (negative) contributions mean that it contributes to increasing (reducing) 
mean health.  
* Lesotho and Nigeria do not contain information on “mother’s occupation” in family background, and Zambia does have mother’s 

height and mother’s BMI in mother’s demography. 
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